
The Rancho Solano Fine Arts Department offers all students in grades Pre-K-12 the opportunity to discover and 
explore their unique talents in creative and thoughtful ways.  Throughout their educational journey at Rancho 
Solano, students will be able to participate in classes in music (instrumental and vocal), visual art, dance, and 
theatre.  As they progress through their studies at RSPS, students will find that our Fine Arts curriculum will 
continue to grow and expand along with them, playing a vital role in their educational and creative development.  

“I have gained a platform “I have gained a platform 
for me to express my for me to express my 
beliefs.” beliefs.” 

- Amanda, grade 12

The recently-formed Committee for Arts and Performance (“CAP”) is a branch of the Rancho Solano PTO, INC., a 
501c3 Non-Profit organization.  The committee is designed to support our Fine Arts programming and faculty.  
It is comprised of parents from both the lower and upper campuses who value the arts and are committed to 
its continued growth.  This committee works to identify the needs of the department and find creative ways 
to help them meet their goals, as well as those of the Fine Arts students.

To find out more about our Fine Arts programming or CAP, please email us at finearts@ranchosolano.com, or 
call us at 480-646-8200.    
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The Committee for Arts and Performance or CAP

“The arts provide a way “The arts provide a way 
for us to express ourselves for us to express ourselves 
freely.” freely.”   

- Maya, grade 7

“The arts are not only “The arts are not only 
important but they are important but they are 
vital.”vital.”  

- Roksanne, grade 6

“The  teachers  provide   a  very  warm  and  welcoming                 “The  teachers  provide   a  very  warm  and  welcoming                 
environment  and  it  has  made  me  become  a  stronger environment  and  it  has  made  me  become  a  stronger 
performer.     They   have   pushed    me  to  step outside performer.     They   have   pushed    me  to  step outside 
the   box  and  I  could  not  have  asked  for  a  better  arts  the   box  and  I  could  not  have  asked  for  a  better  arts  
program!”program!” 

- Sania, grade 10

From Our Students



Rancho Solano’s Fine Arts program strives to cater to the 
entire student body, and often times Rancho students are 
able to extend their creativity by participating in one of our 
clubs or extracurricular offerings.  These include National 
Art Honors Society, Tri-M Music Honors Society, the 
annual Spring Musical, and numerous events sponsored 
by the Arizona Music Educators Association throughout the 
school year.  Many of these “extras” allow students to utilize 
their artistic and musical talents to serve others in our local community.  

Particularly unique to Rancho is the dance program.  
The course work of Rancho’s dance program is 
designed to introduce students to a variety of genres 
including ballet, jazz, modern, lyrical, contemporary, 
hip hop and more.  Students in this program will not 
only have multiple performance opportunities but 
they’ll also gain knowledge on how to communicate 
effectively through movement. Students in our dance 
program develop the self-confidence, collaboration, 

critical thinking and 
cultural literacy that is 
needed for successful 
careers. 

The youngest Rancho students (age 2) begin their Fine Arts 
journey by participating in music and art classes in Pre-K and 
Kindergarten.   Students move and listen to music while playing 
percussion instruments and learning basic theory concepts 
along the way.  Our young artists investigate shapes, colors and 
lines to create works that reflect their own unique styles.  Upon 
entering first grade, students will participate in a general music 
class, which explores both instrumental and vocal music 
concepts.  At the third-grade level, students begin to 
narrow their musical focus by selecting either a band, 
choir, or orchestra class while continuing their visual art 
studies.  Lower School Fine 
Arts students participate in 
a variety of performances 
throughout the year, such 
as the annual Spring Show, 
Veterans Day tribute, and 
Pre-K mini-musical.  

With a strong foundational experience under their belts from the Lower School program, Middle and Upper 
School Fine Arts students are presented with a wide variety of options.  

Visual artists strive to answer the questions: What is art? What is 
good art? Who decides what makes something art? Why does 
someone make art? These questions are the basis of inquiry 
that guide the visual art courses at Rancho Solano. Students 
develop an ability to contextualize art by connecting it to 

both history and culture, 
while developing a new 
vocabulary for talking and 
writing about the visual 
arts.  Our most committed 
art students may choose to 
participate in the IB Visual 
Art track in Upper School.  
Additionally, students get 
the opportunity to exhibit 
their artwork at school, 
locally, and compete in 
national competitions. 

There are considerable opportunities for our music students.  The 
introductory, intermediate, and advanced band classes place 
emphasis on music literacy and cognition.  Our most talented 
band students may also audition for placement into the jazz 
band, which is reserved for the highest-achieving band students.  
Rancho’s strings program is open to students at any level of 
proficiency, exposing them to musical literature representative of 

a wide range of periods, styles, nationalities, forms and composers.  The choir program offers vocalists the opportunity 
to learn and perform music from a wide variety of styles and genres while learning to maintain healthy vocal habits.  Our 

most committed music 
students may choose to 
participate in the IB Music 
track in Upper School.  
Rounding out our Middle 
and Upper School Fine 
Arts offerings are unique 
courses in piano, guitar 
and ukulele, theatre, and 
musical theatre.  
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