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Hollywood Glam at Prom!
By: Jena Vandenberg

 
     

For many, the high school prom is 
one of the best nights of their life. 
On April 5th, Rancho Solano hosted 
the Hollywood Glamour themed 
prom at the beautiful Venue 8600 in 
Scottsdale. The theme was chosen 
after a vote by student government. 
Allie Payne said, “It was a lot of 
hard work getting all the decora-
tions done for prom, but it paid off 
in the end. This is, sadly, my last 
prom, but it was an amazing night.”  
Freshman Ryan Christianson said, 
“Prom was a great experience. I had 
so much fun with my beautiful date 
and all of my best friends. I can’t 
wait for next year.” Prom is one 
of Rancho Solano’s most exciting 
events because it is so inclusive. 
Most high schools only allow prom 
for juniors and seniors, but Ran-
cho Solano includes grades 9-12. 
Senior Kylie Head said, “I think 
Hunter Simpson did a great job 

as the DJ and that the decor was 
very fitting for the theme. I had so 
much fun with my date and my best 
friends.” Since prom allows for all 
grades to be included, this is a great 
opportunity for all grades to bond 
and have fun. While the students 
are a big part of prom, so are the 
chaperones. Mr. Garbarino, Mr. 
Costello, Mr. McLeod, Mr. Brown, 
Señora Valente, Coach Poole, Mrs. 
Wyrowski, and Ms. Guo were all 
chaperones. Mr. Garbarino said, “I 
enjoyed seeing everyone having fun 
together and dancing. I loved the 
idea of having a student DJ. I also 
plan to chaperone again next year.” 
This was the first year that we had 
a student DJ, and everyone appre-
ciated the decision to let a student 
select and play the music.

While the announcement of the 
Prom King and Queen is usually 

the most exciting moment of prom, 
there were other enjoyable activi-
ties. While the students danced, DJ 
Hunter Simpson gave out awards 
based on the best dance moves. 
This allowed for a little friend-
ly competition. There was also a 
competition for who could come 
up with the best name for the DJ. 
The winner of this contest won 50 
dollars for their creative name. The 
nominees for Prom King consisted 
of Matisse de Roo, Dhruv Khosla, 
and Guillermo DeFernando and 
the nominees for Prom Queen were 
Cassandra Martin, Allie Payne, and 
Gabriella Velez. When all the votes 
were counted, Matisse De Roo and 
Allie Payne were crowned King 
and Queen, to the delight of all in 
attendance. Junior Emma Cone 
said, “Prom was way better than 
last year. I had fun with my friends 
and it was a great night.” Overall, 
this year’s prom was a success! 
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Lifestyles: The Dangers of Drunk 
Driving
By: Kylie Smith

Summer is almost here, and with 
the end of the year comes grad-
uation for the seniors and a long 
vacation for everyone else. End of 
year parties are hosted at almost 
every school, and they are rarely 
safe. Most unsupervised parties will 
include drugs of some sort, from 
alcohol, to marijuana, to even more 
hardcore substances. Through a 
survey conducted by CBS News, 
researchers found that 81% of teens 
say they have had the opportunity 
to use illicit substances, with 42.5 
% admitting to actually trying 
them.

Now, if you apply those statistics to 
the size of our own Upper School, 
that would mean that if every single 
one of our 127 students were to 
host an unsupervised party, a total 
of 53 students would be involved in 
drug use, if not more. That would 
be 53 of our friends and loved ones 
suffering at the hands of dangerous 
substances that not only impair 
judgement, but can cause many 
health risks.

“Having attended parties like that, I 
would say that 85% of people there 

use drugs  
in one way or 
another.” – anonymous Rancho 
Sophomore

“I’ve been to a lot of parties of all 
different kinds.  I’d say 90% of peo-
ple use drugs of some sort, mostly 
alcohol, at these parties.” – anony-
mous Rancho Senior

Take alcohol for example, it is 
responsible for 1/3 of the teen 
deaths in car crashes. With gradua-
tion and summer right around the 
corner, keep in mind that one-third 
of those under the age of 21 who 
die in accidents, lose their lives 
during graduation season and, not 
surprisingly, the vast majority of 
them die in car crashes. Five thou-
sand lives are claimed each year 
due to underage drinking, with the 
percentage of automobile fatalities 
that involve alcohol jumping from 
33 % to 40 % on graduation night. 
Graduation and summer are sup-
posed to be enjoyably exciting, but 
here is the Lifestyle column’s final 
bit of advice for the year:  stay safe. 

2/3 people will be affected by a drunk driving crash in their lifetime.
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“Be Our Guest” at Beauty & the 
Beast Jr.!
By: Isabella Rose

Belle & Beast outside the Enchanted 
Castle! Photo by Rafaella Rocha

Mrs. Potts & Chip wish to be 
“Human Again”! Photo by Isabel-
la Rose

This week, Rancho’s spring mu-
sical—Beauty & the Beast Jr.—is 
premiering on Thursday, May 9th 
at 7:00 pm! In addition, an after 
school production is available on 
Friday, May 10th at 7:00 pm and a fi-
nal afternoon matinee on Saturday, 
May 11th at 11:00 am. 

The cast and crew have been work-
ing steadily, four days a week, 
since the beginning of February, 
in order to perfect their songs, 
dances, and scenes. However, none 
of this would be possible without 
the tireless effort Mr. Zale has put 

into the musical over the past 
five months. His dedication 
undeniably shows within the 
final production of the play. 
When I asked senior Kaitlen 
von Colditz, who’s playing the 
role of Madame de la Grande 
Bouche and a head dance 
captain, how she felt about her 
last production at Rancho, she 
lamented, “I’ve been doing 
plays with Rancho ever since 
middle school. Although I’m 
sad that my time in the Ran-
cho Fine Arts department is 
coming to an end, Beauty & the 
Beast is truly special to me and 

I’m happy to have been in it with 
some of my closest friends.” After 
asking Assistant Stage Manager 
Rafaella Rocha how she’s enjoyed 
the process of seeing the show 
come together, she said, “The cast 
has worked so hard to perfect their 
scenes. The charm of a Disney pro-
duction definitely shines through!” 
On a personal note, as the Stage 
Manager for the musical, I’m excit-
ed for you all to experience what 
five months of preparation can 
accomplish! Seeing the costumes, 
scenes, and all of the added special 

effects makes the show all the more 
engaging, and a production you 
don’t want to miss. This is Rancho’s 
third year with a live pit orchestra, 
and it truly enhances the whimsical 
Disney quality of the musical!

The entire cast and crew are ecstatic 
for you all to see their hard work 
pay off at the Kerr Cultural Center, 
the production’s venue! You can still 
buy tickets at the front desk. Tickets 
for students, faculty, and children 
under 5 will be priced at $5. Tickets 
for parents and other adults will 
be priced at $15. You won’t want 
to miss this classic tale performed 
by your peers in both the Middle 
School & Upper School!

US Golf is Up to Par
By: Diallah Athari

of dedication; the 
game can be long 
and tedious, but if 
you love what you’re 
doing, the payoff is 
extremely reward-
ing. 

This year our golf 
team was quite bal-
anced, consisting of 
a freshman, sopho-
mores, juniors and 
seniors. Each player 

had much to say about how the 
season went for them, and what ob-
stacles they encountered along the 
way. Junior Brandon White said, 
“Although it was my first season 

for high school golf, I’m glad that I 
was a part of it. It was a rewarding 
experience.” Like any organized 
sport, teams usually begin to get 
better as the season progresses; the 
same is true for our golf team this 
year. Junior Jackson Seagrave said 
that “Seeing our team get better as a 
whole as the season went on made 
the experience more enjoyable.” 
We hope that the students from 
the team returning to Rancho next 
year participate again and continue 
to grow as golfers. This would not 
only allow them to monitor their 
progress as student athletes, but 
this would also provide our school 
with the opportunity to see our golf 
team continually improve. 

US Golf team photo.
“To golf, or to not golf?” For our 
Rancho Solano golfers, the answer 
to that question is always, obvi-
ously. Golf is a sport that requires 
concentration and large amounts 
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Sixth Grade Braves the Wild Wyo-
ming Wilderness
By: Sara Alalawi

Seventh Grade Visits the Nation’s Capital
By: Devon Miner

The seventh grade class trip was 
a week to remember! From April 
15th-19th, 56 seventh graders trav-
eled to Washington D.C. Back in 
November, students interviewed 
veterans as part of the Veteran’s 
History Project. These recorded in-
terviews would eventually be added 
to an enormous collection of dia-
logues in the Library of Congress. 
Along with visiting the library, 
seventh graders also visited other 
historical landmarks, such as the 

Did you even go to D.C. if you 
didn’t go to the White House? 
Photo by Mr. Strickland

United States Capital, the National 
Archives, the White House, and 
Mount Vernon. When asked about 
his favorite part of the trip, Colin 
Short said “My favorite part of the 
trip was Mount Vernon. I liked it 
because we got to see an almost 400 
year old house that the first presi-
dent of our country lived in.”
However, these were not the only 
places visited on the five day trip. 
The second day was packed with 
activity, including going to at least 

The sixth grade trip to Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming was a lot of fun. 
On the first day, at the Teton 

Science School 
(TSS), we went 
snow shoeing out 
in the field.  We 
hiked through 
the snow and got 
to have lunch 
in the snow. On 
the second day 
we did a stew-
ardship project. 
We went out 
to plant willow 
trees by a stream 
to provide shade 
so the fish would 
come back. That 

same day we got to go to the Na-
tional Museum of Wildlife Art. It 
was really nice to be able to walk 

Annual 6th grade trip to Jackson Hole was a success! 
Photo by Mr. Zukowski

around and see all the different 
styles of artistic expression. After 
that, we got to go to walk around 
downtown Jackson Hole to enjoy 
the view and see the shops. On the 
third day we did a research project. 
We chose a topic we wanted to go 
out in the field and test. We went 
back to TSS and made posters and 
presented them to the rest of the 
group. On the last day we watched 
a slide show of photos and memo-
ries from the week and then headed 
home. Wyoming was an amazing 
experience and such a fun science 
trip. Mr. Zukowski said, “It was a 
very successful trip; we were able to 
do more diverse experiments then 
we have ever done before.”          

All smiles in front of the Capitol building. Photo by Mr. Strickland

two of the Smithsonian museums, 
the Newseum, and a Washington 
Nationals baseball game. In addi-
tion, students visited the Jefferson, 
Roosevelt, and Martin Luther King 
Jr. Memorials. On Wednesday, the 
Talking Drums put on a play of 
a traditional Griot performance. 
Thursday included many students’ 
favorite activity, which included 
going to a local mall for lunch and 
shopping. When it came time to fly 
back to Arizona, seventh graders 
were sad to leave Washington D.C., 
but relieved to return back home.
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Eighth Grade Explores Catalina 
Island
By: Myra Kamal

Ninth & Tenth Grade Tour the Big Apple
By: Ryan Christianson

A trip to NYC is incomplete with-
out a trip to the Statue of Liberty. 
Photo by Ryan Christianson

Early on a Monday morning, with 
the crisp scent of the summer air 
wafting through the warm airport 
windows, we all sluggishly moved 
around and thus, the trip to New 
York City began.

We all met at terminal four and 
went into our respective groups. 
Although the plane ride scheduled 
to take off at noon ended up board-
ing at two, the delays proved to be 
nothing more than inconsequential 
when sized up next to the rest of 
the trip. The plane ride was turbu-
lent and a lackluster experience. As 
the intimidating New York skyline 
enlarged, the anticiption for the trip 
built as we landed on the Newark 
runway at dusk. We hastily hopped 
on the bus, staring at the skyscrap-
ers that greeted us while we made 
the journey into the Big Apple. “We 
all hurriedly ate our dinners and 
jumped into bed in preparation for 
the early morning to follow,” said 
freshman Monica Ghuman.

The first day began early and 

before six when we attended a 
filming of the Today Show. “It was 
very crowded and we stuck to our 
groups like glue to not get lost,” said 
freshman Aryan Mehta. Later, we 
took some stunning photos from 
Top Of The Rock in 30 Rockefeller 
plaza. We also went to a wonderful 
home style pizza place and some 
of us gave our leftovers to a food 
kitchen. “It was heartwarming to 
see all the people coming together 
for a meal, and being able to con-
tribute our food instead of throw-
ing it away- it made you feel good- 
you know?” said freshman Layla 
Alalawi. We were later able to watch 
a production of Phantom of the 
Opera, the longest running musical, 
on Broadway! Although most went 
into it expecting a boring opera, all 
of that changed when the massive 
chandelier raised from the ground 
while the classic organ riff blared 
and bounced off of all the seats in 
theater. On the last day we watched 
a Yankees game, saw Central Park, 
and got packed up for an early start 
the next day. We awoke and quick-

ly shuffled to the bus with what 
little remaining energy we had left. 
“Most of us slept on the plane, we 
were pretty shot from the trip,” said 
sophomore Logan DeSaye. In the 
same manner in which we arrived, 
we slowly and drowsily went our 
separate ways and found our way 
back to the comforts of our own 
bed, feeling satisfied, tired, and nos-
talgic already about our trip to the 
Big Apple. 

Many kayaks ended up flipping, despite 
their best efforts! Photo by Mr. Dempsey
For their class trip on April 14th, 
the eighth graders traveled to 
Catalina Island, which is off the 
California coastline. To get there, 
they went on an eight hour bus 
drive and a small ferry ride to reach 
the island. The Catalina trip had 
two important purposes: to learn 

about marine biology and 
to get students out of their 
comfort zones! The eighth 
graders stayed in cabins 
along the beach located 
within the marine institute, 
Campus By the Sea. Some 
of the activities the students 
engaged in included kay-
aking around the island, 
snorkeling, and dissecting 
squids and sharks. Other 
notable activities included 

hikes and tidal pool classes. While 
kayaking, students were able to 
see different types of seagulls, sea 
lions, dolphins, and other fish. In 
addition, while snorkeling, students 
also witnessed the beautiful orange 
Garibaldi fish and on the hike a bi-
son was spotted! I asked Alex Koss 

what his favorite part of the trip 
was and he told me, “Definitely the 
hiking, Catalina was a fun trip and 
we got to spend time together and 
hang out.” Isabella McGill told me, 
“I believe Catalina really bonded us 
as a class!” On Catalina there was 
also a good portion of free time in 
which students could play sand vol-
leyball, basketball, or go swimming. 
Mr. Dempsey, who was a chaperone 
on the trip, said, “The Santa Catali-
na Island trip was amazing! Des-
tinations are important but so are 
the people you go there with. This 
year’s eighth graders are simply the 
best class I’ve ever taught in my 
fourteen years of teaching.” Overall, 
Catalina was an unforgettable trip 
where one could learn, explore, try 
new things, and have fun! 
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US Tennis Serves Defeat at the 
Semi-Finals
By: Diallah Athari & Ryan Christianson

Rancho’s Definitely Got Talent!
By: Ryan Christianson

On Friday, April 5th, Rancho Solano 
hosted its annual talent show. With 
some familiar faces from last year, 
there were many new performers 
and speakers alike, adding to the 
classic Rancho Solano mixture of 
newcomers and Rancho veterans 
who came to witness the acts. “It 
was an experience to be remem-
bered, to say the least,” said fresh-
man, Luke Hammond. The talent 
show was organized by Dr. Kerbey, 
Mr. Terrell, Jennifer DiSalvo and all 

of the wonderful members of the 
PTO who made it free of charge.

The talent show consisted of two 
acts and one intermission to let 
performers rest and prepare. The 
opening act, presented by Abigail 
DiSalvo, left the crowd in awe, 
showing spectators a glimpse of 
more talent to come. With a com-
edy routine presented by Jinyao 
“Ossas” Xu and Tianrun Ma, a vio-
lin solo by the one and only Druhv 
Khosla, and a heart- warming 
performance from Allie Payne, who 
sang “All I Ask” by Adele, the first 
act ended with Stella Ebner singing 
“Hallelujah”, a fitting conclusion to 
the ceremony of talent all within 
Rancho’s gates. 

After a brief intermission offering 
snacks the gym’s halls were flooded 
with awed spectators and perform-
ers receiving hard-earned congrat-
ulations and good luck wishes for 
the second act, which exceeded 

even the first act’s expectations. 
Michael DeBarros delivered under 
heavy pressure of not only being 
the opening act, but doing stand-
up comedy for the second year in 
a row. This portion of the event 
included a few other wonderful 
heart wrenching solos and ended 
with none other than a dance en-
semble! Seven incredible dancers, 
Yuwen Zheng, Yizhou Li, Mengxin 
Cai, Manami Kaneko, Dan Dang, 
Jihye Lee, and Tuong Dang, closed 
the show and left spectators jaw-
dropped. 

Rancho’s one night only dance 
group entitled Bling! 

The show displayed over 20  acts! 
Photo by Jena Vandenberg

US Tennis team photo.

With the season of spring comes 
flowers, allergies, and tennis! This 
year’s team had a strong compo-
sition, with outstanding freshmen 
players including Luke Hammond, 
Andrew Camacho, and Esmee 
Breece, to name a few of the best. 
They also had the privilege of 

playing with seniors 
Matisse De Roo and 
Dhruv Khosla, who 
went on to the state 
competition for 
doubles at the end of 
the season! Training 
and practice took 
some heat as the 
cold chills thawed 
and were replaced 
by the burning sun.  
Matisse (part of the 
legendary doubles 
team) said, “It’s been 

an honor playing on the biggest 
tennis team we’ve had since the 
program started.” While the train-
ing was hard, no sport is without 
its challenges, and while the tennis 
team did not always experience vic-
tory, they were able to get through 
it wearing their Rancho pride! 

“Although we had a challenging 
schedule, we managed to represent 
our school as best we could.” As 
this was the last year for Matisse, he 
felt proud of everyone and every-
thing they accomplished saying, 
“Being a senior, I’m glad to see so 
many new faces participate in the 
tennis program and I’m hoping 
next year for even more!” Another 
member of the team, sophomore 
Tara Bromfield, also reminisced on 
the team dynamic Rancho was able 
to achieve this year. “Being on this 
team has been extremely fun and 
I am hoping the team grows over 
time and that we can continue to 
get better as a whole.”   
The tennis team fought valiant-
ly and to the best of their ability. 
While the season has just recently 
ended, we cheer for those brave 
students and say, next year: state!
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Heroic Dance Performances!
By: Myra Kamal

“When you dance, your purpose is 
not to get to a certain place on the 
floor. It’s to enjoy each step along 
the way.” – Wayne Dyer

The Rancho Solano spring dance 
concert took place on Wednesday, 
April 10th, in the gym at 7 pm. The 
concert revolved around its theme, 
Heroic, with a focus on how our 
students  communicate the way 
dance has functioned as a hero in 
their lives. The concert consisted of 
a collection of pieces the students 
had been working on. The groups 
featured in the show included MS 
dance technique class, MS dance 
choreography, US dance technique 
class, MS dance club, US dance 
club, and the US Varsity Pom team. 
The show contained a variety of 

styles, tech-
niques, stories, 
and dazzling 
costumes. Abby 
DiSalvo, who is 
a part of the MS 
dance technique 
class, told me 
about her experi-
ence. She per-
formed in three 
songs: “Word 
Up”, “Dream”, and 
“Saturn”, in addi-
tion to the Fina-

le. She said, “I thought the dance 
concert was super fun and went by 
really fast. Dream was probably my 
favorite song to dance to because 
we had a really pretty flower prop 
that got passed from dancer to 
dancer, and we all got mini solos.” I 
also talked to Zaarya Alvi, a stu-
dent of MS dance choreography, 
on her thoughts about the concert. 
“It was a unique concert because 
it was different from dance con-
certs in the past; it was the biggest 
dance group we’ve had yet. It had 
Upper School and Middle School 
and just more dancers in general. 
My favorite part was performing 
to “Garden”. The story behind the 
song is interesting. We thought the 
dance represented zombies, because 
it was really creepy, but Ms. Gamez 

thought it was about dolls coming 
alive. It was, overall, a really fun 
experience.” The costumes they 
wore certainly reflected the inter-
pretations of each of the concert’s 
songs. Ms. Gamez, who teaches our 
dance students and organized this 
beautiful concert, shared with me 
her thoughts on the event. “Our 
dance students shined bright on the 
night of our spring dance concert, 
Heroic. The purpose was for stu-
dents to project and express how 
dance has been an aid to them in 
their personal lives. This diverse 
production displayed all the work 
students have been working on and 
practicing all semester, with pieces 
in all different genres, including 
ballet, jazz, lyrical, modern, con-
temporary, hip-hop, and cultural 
pieces such as traditional Chinese 
dance. Our students worked long 
and hard….and all of our dance 
students should be beyond proud 
of themselves for this performance 
mile stone.” Perhaps what Stella 
Dillard said encapsulated the dance 
concert most of all. Stella, who is 
also part of the US dance technique 
class and a member of the varsity 
Pom team, told me, “The Heroic 
Dance Concert gave myself and 
many other dancers the opportuni-
ty to express their inner hero. It was 
an enriching experience.” 

MS & US performed a number of inspiring pieces! 

US Serves the Community
By: Kylie Smith

For students privileged enough to 
attend Rancho Solano, it is import-
ant to give back to the commu-
nity. And we did just that on our 
community service trip to the St. 
Vincent de Paul charity organiza-

tion. All students in grades 9 
through 12 spent three hours 
helping with various tasks 
across the property. Mr. Mc-
Leod, the National Honor So-
ciety advisor and teacher who 
helped organize the event, 
commented “The trip to St. 
Vincent De Paul is becoming 
a Rancho tradition. It is a 
fantastic experience for our 

students to give back. It helps keep 
us all grounded and humble while 
taking some time to put other peo-
ples’ needs above our own.” Along 
with making food, organizing, 
gardening, and composting, we also 

donated four full boxes of canned 
foods. The Upper School not only 
contributed to those in need, but 
got to feel the true satisfaction that 
comes from helping others.

US students come together to help others 
less fortunate. 

Seniors package food to be given 
out. 
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MS Spotlight on NJHS Induction!
By: Abigail DiSalvo

US Spotlight on Kaitlen von Colditz!
By: Grace Berry

Kaitlen von Colditz began her 
chapter at Rancho fourteen years 
ago at the Greenway campus as 
a Pre-K student. Throughout her 
many years as a Rancho student, 
her all-time favorite teacher at 
Rancho has been Mr. Berman. Her 
favorite subject, naturally, is math. 
Kaitlen is a full IB Diploma student, 
an avid member of the Mu Alpha 
Theta club, board games club, NHS, 
and takes the rigorous HL Math. In 

addition to being a stellar student, 
Kaitlen also shines on the athletic 
field and during performance, as 
she is a member of the varsity girls’ 
soccer team, co-Captain of the 
Pom team, and Dance Captain for 
the school musical. When I asked 
her close friend about Kaitlen, 
Emma Cone commented, “I have 
been friends with Kaitlen since 
eighth grade. She is a very generous 
person and she cares a lot about 
others. I’m extremely grateful to 
have a friend as amazing as Kaitlen 
in my life.” Mrs. McCarty, Kaitlen’s 
IB English teacher, furthermore 
explained, “Kaitlen is highly intel-
ligent and very passionate when 
it comes to studying literature, 
especially drama. Her dramatic 
readings done in class are ALWAYS 
memorable. Kaitlen began my 
two-year course as a strong writer, 
but over time, I’ve noted tremen-
dous growth in her skills. I am so 

proud of all of her hard work and 
remarkable accomplishments. I 
can’t wait to see Kaitlen fulfill her 
dreams at Brandeis this coming 
fall!” We wish you the best of luck 
in your post-secondary education 
at Brandeis, Kaitlen, and you will be 
greatly missed!

Kaitlen on her first day of Kinder-
garden! Photo by Dr. von Colditz

On April 11, several new members 
were inducted into the National Ju-
nior Honor Society (NJHS). NJHS 
is a student-led organization de-
voted to service. Students work in 
small groups to put together drives 
or events that benefit the com-
munity, as well as complete com-
munity service outside of school. 
The induction ceremony involved 

the reading of 
the NJHS pil-
lars, speaking 
the pledge, and 
lighting candles 
to symbolize 
passing the 
torch to the new 
inductees. NJHS 
President, Myra 
Kamal, offered 
words of advice 
to the new mem-
bers, and other 
speakers included 
Lauren Puryear 

(Vice President), Abigail DiSalvo 
(Secretary), Lauren Epard (Parlia-
mentarian), Anna Gregg (Mem-
ber), Kamryn Barako (Member), 
and Emily Pessin (Member). Mr. 
Kotila and Mrs. Sears, the club’s ad-
visors, also spoke at the ceremony. 
Everyone is excited for the new in-
ductees to join the club. Mrs. Sears 
said that she is “So excited for the 

new inductees and what they will 
accomplish in the future”. Overall, 
the NJHS ceremony was a next step 
for Rancho’s honor society chapter.

Mrs. Sears delivers her inspiring speech concerning 
the future of NJHS. Photo by Mrs. Kamal

Myra Kamal passes on the torch to 
new inductee Jonaki Bose. Photo 
by Mrs. Kamal
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Editorial: Paris is Burning!
By: Amelie Clark 

International Perspective on Gradua-
tion Traditions! 
By: Yuna Shprecher

myself, I could understand those 
feelings. I interviewed some of the 
French members of our school. 
When I asked junior Ombeline 
Francoise, who is from a suburb of 
Paris, how she felt about the Notre 
Dame fire, she replied, “It’s really 
sad because it’s part of France’s 
history that has survived two World 
Wars and was destroyed by acci-
dent, which is frustrating.”
When I asked freshman Elliot 
Quinney about what the Notre 
Dame fire meant to him, he said, 
“I feel it didn’t have as large of an 
effect on me because I never lived 
in Paris, but it was a big monu-
ment and meant a lot to people in 
France.” I also interviewed some 
of the teachers from France 
to get their perspective. Mrs. 
Valente referred to the fire as a 
“historical catastrophe.” I asked 
her how she felt about all of the 
donations that the cathedral has 
received and she replied, “I was 

surprised that 
people were 
willing to give 
away so much 
money for an old cathedral, but I 
was happy to notice that the French 
people care about their history.”

The Notre Dame fire was an ex-
tremely unfortunate event, but it 
showed how quickly people can 
come together in a crisis. However, 
it has caused some people to ques-
tion why we are so quick to donate 
money to restore an architectural 
landmark, but not to other mean-
ingful causes.

On Monday, the 15th of April, 
many across all parts of the world 
felt affected as they saw No-
tre-Dame de Paris— a meaningful 
building to many and the history 
of France— engulfed in flames. 
The medieval Catholic cathedral is 
over 800 years old and a beautiful 
piece of French gothic architecture. 
Officials are unsure about how 
Notre Dame caught fire, but believe 
it was an accident, possibly caused 
by an electrical circuit. In the hours 
following the burning, however, 
many Parisians hearts were warmed 
when they saw people come togeth-
er and donate hundreds of millions 
of euros for the rebuilding of the 
cathedral; now, the amount donated 
has reached over one billion euros.

The burning of the Notre Dame ca-
thedral has not only affected many 
across the world, but even some of 
the students at Rancho Solano. As 
someone who was born in Paris 

As this school year winds to a 
close, seniors prepare for gradu-
ation. There will be a ceremony 
in which hats fly into the air, and 
friends and families take a thou-
sand photos to commemorate the 
bittersweet occasion. In countries 
around the world, graduation takes 
on another meaning. In Japan, 
students take a more formal, and 
sometimes somber, approach than 
in America. Manami Kaneko, a 
junior, admits, “Once high school 
is complete they sing sad songs and 
cry together!” As this is the last 
time many of these seniors will see 
each other, in order to remember a 
crush, “Some girls ask for the sec-
ond button of their crush’s uniform 
after the graduation ceremony.” 
In different countries, a ceremony 
seems to be an integral part of the 
occasion. For example, in Spain 
there is an emphasis on the oratory 

aspect. Senior Guillermo De Fer-
nando explains that speeches are 
not limited to the principal. “Each 
advisor speaks about their class, 
because they’ve known us through-
out high school.” Tuong (Cat) 
Dang, a senior originally from 
Vietnam, spoke of their elaborate 
ceremony. “The school rents a large 
venue for the ceremony, and all the 
students from every grade attends.” 
The event also showcases the tal-
ents of the students, and “There is a 
dancing or singing performance af-
ter everyone receives the diploma.” 
As the students at Rancho Solano 
proceed to finish their story at our 
school, for the international seniors 
it can take on an added meaning. 
Guillermo detailed that when he 
first arrived in junior year he was 
“very nervous, but I think over 
these two years I’ve met people 
that have made me feel at home.” 

When speaking about the benefits 
of spending two years at Rancho, 
he stated, “It has been one of the 
most important decisions of my 
life, and I would never take it back. 
I feel proud of all I have accom-
plished, but graduating also means 
the end of my experience abroad 
—it’s a bittersweet moment.” This 
sentiment is shared by Yue (Am-
ber) He, a senior who first came to 
Rancho from China her sophomore 
year. “If I didn’t come to Rancho I 
would never have met friends from 
all these different countries, who 
speak different languages.” These 
students have come to a place of 
unfamiliarity and made it familiar. 
As these students prepare to em-
bark on the next chapter of their 
lives, the unique experiences they 
have formed will stay with them 
forever, and will forever have an 
imprint on their lives.  
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Diallah Athari

In a rough situation? Not sure what 
to do? Send your requests for advice 
to “Dear Diallah” by email at
Pegasus@ranchosolano.com
Diallah will answer one to two ques-
tions per month. 

DEAR DIALLAH

The End Of An Era...

Pegasus MonthlyComic Strip 
Adventures of the Rancho Duck~

The Final Adventure
By: Michael DeBarros

Dear Diallah,

I can already smell the chlorine in 
the air, which means it’s almost sum-
mer in the desert. However, I fear 
for what this long break may bring. I 
have made a fair amount of friends, 
some of them I got closer to than 
others.  I worry that, as summer 
approaches, this extensive break may 
lead to the literal “break up” of these 
friendships. My past summer expe-
riences were always troubling when 
it came to keeping in touch with my 
friends.  It also becomes more diffi-
cult to resolve conflicts when you are 
miles away from someone.

Do you have any tips about how 
to maintain closeness with friends 
throughout this extended period of 
time? I want to come back in August 
and have the satisfaction of feeling 
that nothing has changed… al-
though, I suspect everything will.

Sincerely,
An Over Thinker 

Dear Over Thinker, 

Do you not have a phone? It’s not 
hard to stay close with people if you 
use the small piece of technology 
in your hand. Text your friends, 
call them, snapchat them and like 
their Instagram pictures. With all of 
these wonderful recommendations, 
I am sure you will be fine. ;) 
Oh, and on the off chance that you 
don’t have a phone in this day and 
age, write a letter! 

Sincerely,
Diallah

Where is the duck? The 
comic is due TODAY!

Finally... After all these years..

THE PERFECT COMIC!!!I’ve finally finished it...After all this hark work...


