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It’s Spooky Season!
By: Josh Folz & Grace Berry
Originating in Ireland roughly
two thousand years ago, the early
beginnings of Halloween were
born. Originally called Samhain,
Halloween traditions and practices were first introduced with
the Celts. Samhain marked the
end of summer and the beginning of the fall harvest. Death
was often associated with this
time of year, especially because
of the cold winters ahead. The
Celts also believed that the
boundary between the world of life
and death were weak, meaning that
spirits could enter our realm freely.
Not only could the spirits enter
our realm, the Celts also believed
that the spirits would destroy their
precious crops. To commemorate
the event, Celts built huge sacred
bonfires, where the people gathered to burn crops and animals
as sacrifices to the Celtic deities.
During the celebration, the Celts
wore costumes, typically consisting of animal heads and skins,
and attempted to tell each other’s
fortunes.
By 43 A.D., the Roman Empire had conquered the majority
of Celtic territory. During the
course of the 400 years that they
ruled the Celtic lands, two festivals of Roman origin were combined with the traditional Celtic
celebration of Samhain. The first
was Feralia, a day in late October
when the Romans traditionally
commemorated the passing of
the dead. The second was a day
to honor Pomona, the Roman
goddess of fruit and trees. The
symbol of Pomona is the apple,
and the incorporation of this celebration into Samhain probably
explains the tradition of bobbing
for apples that is practiced today
on Halloween.
Colonial Halloween festivities
also featured the telling of ghost
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stories and mischief-making of
all kinds. By the middle of the
19th century, annual autumn
festivities were common, but
Halloween was not yet celebrated
everywhere in the country. In the
second half of the 19th century,
America was flooded with new
immigrants. These new immigrants, especially the millions
of Irish fleeing the Irish Potato
Famine, helped to popularize the
celebration of Halloween nationally. (History.com)
Halloween has evolved just like every other aspect of human society.
Some popular Halloween traditions
in this day in age include going to
costume parties, walking through
haunted houses, and, of course,
trick-or-treating. Countries around

the world celebrate different forms
of Halloween. Ireland, Canada,
and the United States participate
in the holiday in ways that may
be stereotypical: impressive costumes, receiving candy, and carving
pumpkins. Other countries, such
as those in Latin America participate in Día de los Muertos—the
Day of the Dead— whose goal is
to honor deceased loved ones and
ancestors. Día de los Muertos is
celebrated each year from October
31-Nov 2. Both Halloween and Día
de Los Muertos use skeletons in
celebration; Día De Los Muertos
employing them as a way to honor
the departed and Halloween incorporating them as a decorative
piece that adds a spooky flare to the
holiday.
The editorial staff wishes everyone a happy spooky season! Now
it is time for Thanksgiving!

Sophomores dressed as Cher
from Clueless.

Igor Generoso and Yumu Liu
look amazing in their costumes! Photo by Josh Folz.

Sophomores go as the Three Blind
Mice. Photo by Josh Folz.

International Perspective:
Fall is Here!
By: Yuna Shprecher & Claudia Luo

September 21st was the first day of
the new season, a time that brings
to mind changing colors and the
thoughts of holidays soon-to-come.
Though the holiday which Americans frequently associate with fall
is Thanksgiving, countries around
the world celebrate the new season
in a variety of ways. For example,
in China, people celebrate the fall
harvest during the Mid-Autumn
Festival, well known for its bright
lanterns and delicious mooncakes.
“We celebrate on the first day of
October” Teresa, a Rancho freshman originally from China, told us
in an interview. “It is also known as
the Moon Festival, as the moon is
at its roundest and brightest at this
time of year. Our families gather
to offer sacrifices to the moon, eat
moon cakes, and make colorful
lanterns.”
Meanwhile, the people of England
celebrate their own unique autumnal holiday. Though not directly
linked to the season of Autumn,
the British celebrate what is called
Guy Fawkes Day on November 5th,

during which town members across
England congregate to celebrate
Guy Fawkes’ failed attempt to burn
down Parliament in 1605. Senior
Ethan Barlow, Rancho’s resident
Briton, explains that in order to
commemorate this occasion, “people have bonfires at their home,
and usually burn an effigy of Guy
Fawkes… each town has their own
festivities, usually involving fireworks.” He adds that there is also “a
parade of the local youth groups.”
In the island country of Japan, different cities celebrate the upcoming
season uniquely. Similar to those in
China, Japanese fall festivals often
thank the good harvest, and pray
for a fruitful one the following year.
In the Osaka prefecture, the small
coastal town of Kishiwada has
celebrated danjiri matsuri, literally meaning wooden float festival,
for 300 years in order to wish for a
good rice harvest and good health.
Elaborate wooden floats are built
with painstaking care by the town’s
best carpenters. Though it began as
a small way to give thanks, Japanese
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citizens from all across the country
now come to watch the national
attraction. Further south in Okinawa, the Shuri Castle Festival is a
beautiful and memorable autumnal celebration. From late October
to early November, participants
recreate the practices of the ancient Ryukyu Dynasty at the palace
that the Okinawan royal family
once lived. As Ms. Bromfield, who
grew up in Okinawa, recalls, “I
remember going with my mom to
the Shuri Castle… there’s lots of
color, and there’s a lot of Okinawan
dancing, which uses a lot of delicate
hand gestures... I really remember
the hats!”
During a season that marks great
change and opportunity, the holidays which countries around the
world celebrate mirror this sentiment. There is a consistent sense of
optimism and hope at the advent
of the new season, whether it be
praying for a plentiful harvest or
burning a bonfire in celebration of
a failed treasonist!

Editorial Staff
Pegasus@ranchosolano.com

Thrills & Chills at the MS
Halloween Dance!
By: Jasmine Signeski

tumes!” said Colin Short. A great
time was had by all who attended.

Long night of fun for 7th & 8th grade! Photo by Jasmine Signeski.
On Friday the 25th of October, the
Middle School held their annual
Halloween dance for their 7th and
8th graders. It included a costume
contest and dancing. “I enjoyed the
dance because I got to hang out
with my friends and have fun!” said

student Scottie Belgrad. “I decided
to go to the dance because it’s a
fun event where I got to show off
my dancing skills while being in a
Halloween costume!” said Addison
Doolittle. “It was really fun being
able to see everyone’s cool cos-

Photo by Ms. Willis.

Touchdowns for MS Flag Football
By: Trevor McKibbs

As cleats thud against the temperate afternoon grass, footballs are
dropped and sweat precipitates
while the 7th/8th Middle School
Boy’s Flag Football team prepares
for practice. I attended one of the
last practices before their next
game, against Pardes Jewish Day
school, in Scottsdale. The football
team has played quite a few games
since they started in early August,
giving them time to grow and
practice up until this point. “We’re
3-2 right now, which is… not very

good…” according to Ryan Deconning, one of the two captains
of the team. When I asked how the
team is faring so far this year, some
things can be ‘improved’ on according to him, however, other players,
such as Rex Twible, have a more
optimistic view of the team stating
“I think our team’s pretty good.
At the beginning of the season we
were a bit rusty because most of us
don’t play football for a league, but
after our first few games, we’ve got
our teamwork together.”

The football team seems to have a
pretty good standing in the league
in some people’s opinion, however,
adding more wins to their current standing and getting better
is the main goal. The team can
improve on “just staying focused”
Rex goes on to say. “There’s been
a few times where someone’s just
talking instead of paying attention
to the play, and that could lead to
a touchdown or even a game-winning score.” Other than basic focus,
the team seems set to tackle the rest
of the 2019 fall season in the future.
The team can expect “Dubs” (wins)
says Scotty Belgrad, the quarterback for the team, when asked
about what the future holds for
the team. He also indicated he is
“really looking forward to the next
game on Thursday,” and so many
more. What the season holds for
our MS football team is yet to be
fully determined, but our boys are
sure ready to face it head on.
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MS Community Service Day
By: Jasmine Signeski

On October 16th, eighth-grade
Rancho Solano students took part
in the Middle School Service Day.
A pancake breakfast was provided
for the students at the Attitude Is
Free Center before the main focus
began. Students started by making
inspirational cards for children
battling cancer for the organization
Crowns of Courage. Many students
said that they felt inspired after
making these cards and that they
felt like they were doing something
good. Eighth graders were then
placed into separate groups and
were assigned different jobs. One
of the groups had to make posters
about recycling to hang up around
campus. Another group made a
video presentation explaining what
to put in recycling bins and how
to differentiate different pieces of
trash. The whole event was based
around recycling and protecting
the environment, a theme for the
upcoming trip to Catalina later this
school year.
After the groups finished the
different projects, a student from
ASU came and held a presentation
talking about this subject of recy-

cling and the abundant amount of
plastic that we use in our everyday
lives. What can we do as a school
instead of purchasing plastic water
bottles? One student answered,
“We can make sure everyone brings
their own reusable water bottle to
school.” What can we do at grocery
stores instead of using plastic bags?
Another student answered, “We
can use reusable bags or cardboard
boxes.” And of course, because of
the uprising of VSCO girls, a lot of
teens, and people in general, don’t
take this topic very seriously. But it
is important to remember that recycling and protecting
the environment is
a serious topic and
a crisis all around
the world. Although
sometimes a joke
on social media
right now, metal/
reusable straws
do help this cause
a lot. It is a small
thing that we can
change in our lives
but something that will be a big
step in saving our environment.
Once the speaker wrapped up his

presentation, students were able to
ask questions and give their take
on the topic. One student asked
“When we are in Catalina, can we
look for plastic and bring it back
to you so that you can do tests
on it?” and the speaker replied,
“Yes, for sure, I specialize in more
microscopic pieces of plastic like
those found in feces from killer
whales, but you can, of course,
bring it in, though it’ll have to be
sent somewhere else to be tested.”
The event was a big success, and
there has been a visible decrease in
misplaced trash and loose plastic
water bottles around
campus.

Both photos by Jasmine Signeski.

US XC at the Finish Line of Their Season!
By: Myra Kamal

The Rancho Solano US Cross
Country team consists of five
students this year: Michael Vinson,
Riley McDonough, Max Ebner,
Andrew Ebner, and Stella Ebner.
These students have worked extremely hard this season, getting up
to run and practice before school
starts and running in the heat. They
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truly demonstrated
commitment through
their strong work
ethic. The team’s
highest placing this
year was 18 out of a
field of 70. I asked
freshman Michael
Vinson, who is captain
of the team, about his
experience and role on
the team. He told me,
“My role on the team was pretty
much the same as before, to put in
maximum effort and to encourage
everyone else. Cross Country is
a different kind of sport because
it’s mostly sheer effort and fitness.
Our goals for this season were to
give our best effort each meet and
keep getting better times.” I also

asked Michael about the practice
hours and he responded, “They
were fine—a little hard at first,
but it got better over time.” I also
talked to freshman Maxwell Ebner
who shared with me his thoughts.
“Cross Country is a good workout
to stay healthy. When we practice
we warm up by jogging to Hayden
and back. Then, we workout or
run three miles. Coach Jackson is
great! She helps us a lot and motivates us. Every meet she brings us
snack bags with our favorite stuff.”
The sport of Cross Country, though
not easy, is a great opportunity for
students who look to run and be fit.
These five students have definitely
showed amazing commitment and
talent by participating in the Cross
Country team!

Science Corner: Space X
Expedition
By: Ryan Christianson

On September 28th, in Boca Chica,
Texas, SpaceX unveiled their new
two-stage super heavy Starship and
Starship Heavy. As you may know,
SpaceX is a private space company
owned by Elon Musk. He created the company in 2002 and ever
since has been pushing towards the
objective of colonizing Mars. One
of the largest problems with this
goal and space travel, in general, is
re-usability. The bottom stages and
pieces of the rocket are ultimately thrown away into space or the
ocean. This is the major problem
with achieving accessible space use.
Currently, the only rocket flying
humans is the Russian Soyuz which
costs NASA around $75 million a
seat. How can we have commercial
and mass space flight with these
prices? A Boeing 747 costs 367 million, and yet we have planes traveling all the time, and tickets aren’t
disgustingly expensive. It’s all in the
reusability. We don’t throw away
the plane after every flight. SpaceX
realized they had to find some way
to reuse the rocket. They began
attempting to land the first stage,
and on December 21, 2015, SpaceX
achieved automated vertical landing and take-off from mid-orbital
speeds, a feat no other company
or business has achieved. Another
barrier is cost reduction. While

some say the STS (Space Transportation System) orbiter was the first
reusable spacecraft, it was re-furbishable, but even after the expense
of building the space plane, it was
$450 million per mission and a
hectic month or two for workers
and engineers. Right now, SpaceX’s
Falcon 9 costs an average of 57
million per launch and their super
heavy Falcon Heavy costs around
90 million per flight. Both of these
rockets aren’t strong enough for the
end goal of colonizing Mars nor do
they have the rapid reusability requirements of bringing significant
populations and resources to the
red planet.
Meet Starship, SpaceX’s plan to
make a fully reusable two-stage
rocket, with more power than
the Saturn V, formerly known for
bringing Neil Armstrong to the
moon. There are a few key design
elements I’d like to look at specifically, some things that set it apart.
The first noticeable thing is the
material, made of stainless steel. It
is incredibly cheap and reacts better
to the effects of the atmosphere
than just carbon fiber. So when
you add the weight of the necessary heat shield to the carbon, the
steel comes out lighter. Another
design feature is the engine. The

raptor engine is
the first orbital full flow methane
engine and the methane in itself is
an interesting choice. Methane is
one of the most simple chemical
formulas leading to a good ISP, or
specific impulse, which measures
how well an engine can use a propellant. Methane is also reproducible on Mars, making it perfect for
refuelling. As of now, only Mark 1
of Starship has been built and a test
flight should occur hopefully within the next two to three months. It
will reach for a 20 km flight, showcase aerodynamic braking and propulsive landing, just like the Falcon
9, but on a much grander scale.
With landing on and colonizing
Mars becoming more and more of a
reality, I decided to ask some fellow
students their opinions on space
travel. Sophomore, Josh Folz said,
“I think we should be putting more
efforts into space travel.” Freshman,
Myra Kamal said, “Space travel is
definitely an important aspect of
our life. While it’s exciting and new
we should focus on earth as well.
It’s really a balance of the modern
and natural world.” Senior Amelie Clark said, “Discovering more
about the universe around us is extremely important; however, I also
feel that the majority of our effort
should be going towards saving the
earth that we live on.”
When I asked students if they
would be willing to go to space in
the coming decades, Josh Folz said,
“Yes, we’ve been confined to our atmosphere for all of human history,
and to explore something else is to
give a purpose in one’s life.” Myra
Kamal said, “I want to learn more
about space, I don’t think I would
like to travel there myself.” Amelie
Clark said, “Depends on how far,
Earth orbit would be chill, nothing
too much further.” Mrs. McCarty
said, “I have no desire to step onto
any spaceship, and travel to any
other planet, PERIOD!”
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MS Spotlight on NJHS!
By: Sejal Patel

2019-2020 NJHS! Photo by Myra Kamal.
What is NJHS?
NJHS (National Junior Honor Society) is an organization whose mission is to help people and animals
in need. The National Junior Honor
Society members at Rancho Solano
strive to do just that. Every single
NJHS member is required to live by
the five pillars of NJHS: Character,
Service, Citizenship, Leadership,
and Scholarship. Each member of
the National Junior Honor Society
constantly demonstrates the exemplary qualities of poise, friendliness, honesty, and reliability. They
are role models in the school and
demonstrate leadership in school
activities.
NJHS members in our school are
a group of 7th and 8th graders who
love to help and better the community around us. The officers of the
organization are Sejal Patel (President), Riley Murray (Secretary),
Vera Zuch (Vice President), and
Kierra Fox (Parliamentarian). Vera
Zuch, the secretary, loves being an
officer in NJHS. “I enjoy helping
people. I don’t just do it for it to
show up on my college applications
or the praise for helping the community. I believe that donating your
time to help others in need is essential to everyone.” Just as Vera said,
NJHS members strive to volunteer
and benefit the community, not just
for praise or a checkmark on an
application.
Our main focus for this year’s
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session of NJHS is an organization,
Puppy Love, that shelters and fosters puppies until they get adopted.
Along with this focus, the National
Junior Honor Society at Rancho
helps kids at the Navajo reservation
get school supplies and also reads
to the kindergarteners at Greenway.
As president, I believe that after
volunteering, the best part is seeing
the wide smiles of the kids that we
are helping appear on their faces.

fill out an application when they are
given out! In conclusion, Rancho
Solano’s NJHS group strives to help
our community in many different
ways. From drives to volunteer sessions, NJHS helps the community
around us. Even if you donate only
one item to a drive you are making
someone’s day a whole lot better.
Remember, “Life’s most persistent
and urgent question is: What are
you doing for others?”

What can you do to help the community outside of NJHS? Even if
you aren’t in NJHS, you can still
aid the community. You can volunteer at UMOM and read to homeless children or you can help feed
children in Africa through Feed
My Starving Children. It only takes
one good deed to make someone’s
life a whole lot better. Even though
you may think that you can’t make
a difference in the world by just volunteering once at Feed My Starving
Children, you are actually helping
thousands of people in need. Kamryn Barako, a current member, says
that, “I like creating drives in NJHS
Sejal Patel, President of NJHS.
and working together with my
group.” Our organization meets every Tuesday in the media center. In
this meeting, we discuss ideas and
work on drives for organizations.
Do you want to join NJHS and help
our community? Near the end of
the school year, NJHS takes applications. If you are a 6th or 7th grader
that would like to join, make sure to

Editorial: Impeachment Drama
By Amelie Clark

likely, but the
younger generation, I don’t
know a lot of
them who like him.
There’s definitely less of a chance
because there are a lot of new voters and most young people don’t
support him.”

Recently, there has been a lot of
drama surrounding the idea of
President Trump possibly becoming impeached. The impeachment
inquiry began on September 24 by
Nancy Pelosi after a whistleblower
came out and stated that Trump
used his power as President to
coax other foreign leaders, most
specifically Ukraine’s President
Zelensky, into helping him with
his re-election. The White House
later released a transcript of the
call from the 25th of July with the
President of Ukraine, where Trump
asked him for “a favor.” This phone
call is considered extremely serious
because Trump’s actions are seen
by some as a betrayal of the national security and the integrity of
the elections. The evidence of this
phone call could lead to Trump’s
impeachment simply because he
was soliciting election help from a
foreign power, but it could become
even more serious if it is discovered that Ukraine also meddled in
the 2016 election. There are many
different viewpoints held by the
Rancho student population on this
issue. I interviewed a few US students to find out what they thought.

reality was more plausible, based
on the lack of success impeachment programs and campaigns
have had in the past, I doubt this
specific instance will have a dissimilar outcome.” I then asked her
why she believes Trump should be
impeached: “I strongly believe that
as a nation we should not support
a president that has demonstrated
such misogyny, lack of respect for
people with disabilities, and xenophobic tendencies.”
I then asked sophomore Chloe
Deeba her opinions on the Trump
impeachment drama: “I’m still
attempting to grasp what they’re
trying to figure out about him. I’m
just interested to see if they will
find any impeachable things about
him.” I also asked her if she feels it
is likely he will be re-elected next
year, “I honestly think Trump has
a lot of supporters, so I think it is

I also asked Trevor McKibben, a
freshman, what he thinks about the
possible impeachment: “It’s a very
controversial topic. But I think it is
very likely, given the record he has
and the things that he’s done, he
will be impeached. This will probably be better for the country.”
When I asked senior Jena Vandenberg about the likelihood of Trump
getting re-elected, she responded,
“I don’t think he’s going to get
impeached. The Democratic party
doesn’t have the grounds to impeach him. I think they are using
impeachment to create a negative
view of Trump.”
Lastly, I asked senior Connor
Gurley whether or not he believes
the impeachment process should
have even begun. He said, “No,
definitely not. I do not believe there
is enough grounds and evidence
to impeach him. I also feel that…
it’s an emotional vendetta against
Trump. The Democrats want to
get rid of him, but it is not an act of
justice.”

I asked senior Grace Berry how
likely she thinks it is that Trump
might be impeached. She responded, “I am not extremely optimistic
in regards to the success of the
impeachment. Although I wish this
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Got Costume Complications?
Dear Diallah,
I have a bit of a problem. I really
want to be something with my best
friend for Halloween, but I have no
clue what we should be together.
We’ve tried looking and looking for
anything, but I have no ideas. To
make my situation even worse, I
got so caught up in looking for the
perfect costume, I didn’t realize
Diallah Athari
Halloween crept up on me so
In a rough situation? Not sure what quickly this year. I don’t have that
to do? Send your requests for advice much time to buy a costume; I’m
only left with what I have at home.
to “Dear Diallah” by email at
Is there any way I can spin this
Pegasus@ranchosolano.com
Diallah will answer one to two situation right? Any ideas would
help. I really just want to have a
questions per month.
fun Halloween with my best
friend. Thanks!
Signed,
A Lost Trick-or-Treater

DEAR DIALLAH

Dear Lost Trick-or-Treater,
Your problem seems to be a very
common occurrence. A lot of people deal with this every year. If you
want to dress up with a friend and
don’t have a lot of time to plan it, I
would recommend that you look up
last minute costumes on the internet and pick one. If you don’t like
any of them, just remember that
you brought this on yourself, and
you should have been more proactive in choosing a costume :) Just
remember that worse case scenario,
you can simply wear black and call
your self a cat... meow!
xoxo,
Diallah

Alumni Spotlight on Kaylee Payne!
By: Yuna Shprecher

Kaylee Payne (left) & Emma
Goethe (right) on their
graduation day!
This October, Pegasus Monthly
had the opportunity to interview
Kaylee Payne, class of 2017, on
her life after high school graduation. When at Rancho, Kaylee
was involved in multiple sports,
student government, her local
church, and had a part-time job all
throughout high school. It’s safe to
say she was well-involved within
and outside the Rancho community. After graduating from high
school, Kaylee spent a semester at
Arizona State University, and then
served as a missionary in Sweden
for 18 months, returning only a few
months ago in August. Reflecting
on her daily life in the Scandinavian nation, she explained, “I

talked to people about my faith,
did service for people individually, and some days helped at the
Red Cross.” More importantly, she
speaks of the impact that living
in a foreign environment had on
her, saying, “I was completely
immersed in the culture and even
learned Swedish! It was an amazing experience to get to know the
people of Sweden and participate
in many of their traditions.” In
summarizing her perception of
Sweden, she describes it as simply
“beautiful!”
Now that Kaylee is back in Arizona, she is attending ASU once
more. When asked how her time at
Rancho prepared her for college,
she explains that though she was
not an IB full diploma student,
having taken many IB classes
helped her “get more than a semester’s worth of credits for college…
which put me ahead of most of my
college classmates.” Besides the
academic advantage, she also explains that there is a global mentality at college which Rancho prepared her for. “In college you meet
people from around the world, and

I love that at Rancho it is so culturally diverse, because students learn
so much from one another.” An
aspect of Kaylee’s high school life
which stands out is the part time
job which she had throughout her
four years. She views this experience with gratefulness, saying that
a high school job “prepares you for
the future because you are able to
balance school and work, a valuable lesson to learn.” She also adds
that she learned how to save money
wisely, which she was then able to
use to “pay for college and buy a
car.”
Kaylee also had sage advice to
give students about life after
high school; specifically, that you
shouldn’t stress out about it. “There
are so many possibilities and you
never know where life will take
you,” she says. “Be open to new
ideas and when deciding what to
study, don’t be afraid to try something new.”
On a final, fitting note, after answering questions, Kaylee had this
to say: “Go Mustangs!”
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