Rancho Solano Preparatory School
2018-2019
Middle School and Upper School
Course Offerings

Mission
We cultivate in our students the ingenuity to thrive in a global society
and to be architects of their future.
Core Values
We believe that:
• The differences in our communities make us stronger.
• Integrity leads to trusting, authentic relationships.
• Physical and emotional safety are essential to a productive learning environment.
• A zest for life and a passion for learning drive the journey towards personal fulfillment.
• Taking responsibility for your choices and actions is fundamental to character development.

Rancho Solano Preparatory School
2018-2019 Middle School & Upper School Course Offerings
This guide provides a description of the courses Rancho Solano Preparatory School will offer grades 6-12 for
the 2018-2019 school year. Parents, teachers, and counselors will assist students in the course selection process.
Rancho Solano reserves the right to revise, delete and add to the provisions of this Course Offerings Guide. If I have
questions regarding the content or interpretation of this Handbook, I will bring them to the attention of my
administrator.
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Introduction
Middle School
Our students enter 6th grade as children and complete 8th grade taking their first steps to becoming
responsible young adults. We provide vibrant learning environments focused on the educational and social needs of
children in these grades.
Our approach combines nurturing and compassionate accountability. The Middle School program provides
students with the relationships and resources they need to thrive as they begin the transition to adulthood.
Our teachers are not only instructors, they are trusted advisors who monitor and care for their students. Each
student is assigned an advisor who works with him or her to develop personal goals for the year. The advisor mentors
and guides the student toward success.
In early adolescence, students need to acquire study skills and “learn how to learn.” To meet these needs, we
stress reading, writing, and speaking skills. We also teach skills in note taking, decision making, critical thinking,
problem solving, and higher-order reasoning. Students are taught how to access information and use computers and
other technology safely and effectively.
The Middle School curriculum also emphasizes character development and promotes personal growth. Under
the leadership of caring teachers, students define and strengthen their individual interests. They also master the
knowledge and skills they will need to be successful in high school.

Upper School
The Upper School at Rancho Solano delivers a college preparatory high school program that offers the
International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) as well as a traditional high school diploma. The overall philosophy of the
Upper School is high expectations for student achievement but considerable support from faculty to achieve those
high expectations. Classes are small and the academic progress of each student is closely monitored to make sure
students do not get behind.
The eight-period block schedule allows students to select electives in addition to their core academic courses.
80-minute class periods provide teachers plenty of time to discuss homework, present the lesson, facilitate engaging
activities, and provide individual attention each class period. Each class meets either 2 or 3 times a week giving
students time for homework between each class meeting.
Rancho Solano is the only private school in the Valley that offers the IB Diploma. Over the 7 years we have
offered the IB Diploma we have been able to hire many teachers who have experience teaching IB classes. In addition,
every teacher who teaches an IB course receives specific training. Students who successfully complete the IB diploma
definitely have an advantage, not only in being accepted to a top college, but being successful their first year.

The International Baccalaureate Programme
Taken as part of the IB Diploma, IB courses comprise a rigorous, internationally and nationally recognized
program of study. During this two year program, students study six subjects chosen from at least five different subject
groups, complete an extended essay, complete the Theory of Knowledge (ToK) course, and participate in creativity,
activity, and service (CAS). Diploma candidates complete three of the six subjects at the higher level (HL) and the
remaining three subjects at the standard level (SL). Students preferring not to enroll as a full diploma programme
candidate may receive a certificate of completion in multiple content areas. Certificate candidates may enroll in other
combinations of HL and SL course work. Students enrolled in IB courses are required to complete all internal and
external IB assessments. For additional information regarding the International Baccalaureate Programme, please
contact our IB Coordinator, Richard Stilliard or visit www.ibo.org.

The International Baccalaureate Programme Mission Statement
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help
to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the organization works with schools, governments, and international organizations to develop
challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.
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These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate, and lifelong
learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.
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English Language Learner (ELL) Immersion Program
The English Language Learner (ELL) Immersion program is designed to fully immerse and integrate ELL
students into the mainstream (regular) classroom grades 8-12. Students are instructed in English. and all subject
materials are in English. Each student is fully integrated with fluent English speakers and is expected to meet the
rigorous demands of a regular student. In order to facilitate their language, an ELL instructor is present during every
lesson and is actively engaged in ensuring that the ELL students are able to cope with the content, assignments, and
assessments of each course.
Differentiated Sheltered English Instruction is used to aid students to reach fluency and knowledge of content.
Before entering the program, students are tested to assess their current English language level and the type of
support they will require. Students are then placed in an ELL Support Course which is monitored and supported by an
ELL instructor. Students are taught using ELL strategies and differentiated instruction in order to give them the
assistance that is required. There is also a shared collaborative responsibility between the ELL teachers, the classroom
teachers, and the student in order to support student learning needed for successful immersion into the disciplines.

Scheduling Procedures
All students are guaranteed enrollment in all required classes, e.g. English, Math, Science. Availability may be
limited in elective classes, e.g. Public Speaking, Robotics, EPICS.
Incoming students are placed into courses after analysis of their entrance test scores, review of personal requests, and
assessment of their previous school transcripts.
Current students review placements and select classes in the second semester for the following year. When
maximum class enrollment is reached in elective classes, students are placed in alternate selections. Again, elective
enrollments are not finalized until the master schedule is completed. All course selections are a request.
Schedule Changes
Students seeking a schedule change may do so beginning the first day after schedules are released. To
request a schedule change before classes start in August, please use the link designated with your schedule release
and complete the online form. Requests made after classes start will be considered for the first two weeks of class and
will require a schedule change form with appropriate signatures. Some changes may require counselor, parent and/or
department chair approval.
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Daily Schedule
The 2018-2019 Middle and Upper School campus will utilize the following modified block scheduling format:

2018-2019 Schedule

Week 1

A

A

B

A

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

8:00-9:20
1
9:25-9:35

8:00-9:20
2
9:25-9:35

8:00-9:20
1
9:25-9:35

8:00-9:20
2
9:25-9:35

8:00-9:20
1
9:25-9:35

Meeting/Break Meeting/Break Meeting/Break Meeting/Break Meeting/Break
9:40-11:00
9:40-11:00
9:40-11:00
9:40-11:00
9:40-11:00
3
4
3
4
3
11:05-11:40
11:05-11:40
11:05-11:40
11:05-11:40
11:05-11:40
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
11:40-12:10
11:40-12:10
11:40-12:10
11:40-12:10
11:40-12:10
Mustang Time

12:15-1:35
5
1:40-3:00
7

B

Week 2

B

Mustang Time Mustang Time

12:15-1:35
6
1:40-3:00
8

A

12:15-1:35
5
1:40-3:00
7

B

Mustang Time Mustang Time

12:15-1:35
6
1:40-3:00
8

12:15-1:35
5
1:40-3:00
7

A

B

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

8:00-9:20
2
9:25-9:35

8:00-9:20
1
9:25-9:35

8:00-9:20
2
9:25-9:35

8:00-9:20
1
9:25-9:35

8:00-9:20
2
9:25-9:35

Meeting/Break Meeting/Break Meeting/Break Meeting/Break Meeting/Break
9:40-11:00
9:40-11:00
9:40-11:00
9:40-11:00
9:40-11:00
3
4
4
3
4
11:05-11:40
11:05-11:40
11:05-11:40
11:05-11:40
11:05-11:40
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
11:40-12:10
11:40-12:10
11:40-12:10 11:40-12:10
11:40-12:10
Mustang Time Mustang Time

12:15-1:35
6
1:40-3:00
8

12:15-1:35
5
1:40-3:00
7
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6
1:40-3:00
8

12:15-1:35
5
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7

Mustang Time

12:15-1:35
6
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8
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Completion Requirements
Middle School Requirements

Requirement
English
Math
Science
Social Studies
World Language
PE & Health*
Fine Arts

Class of 2023
8th Grade
3 Years
3 Years
3 Years
3 Years
2 Years
2 Years
2 Years

Class of 2024 &
Beyond
6th & 7th Grade
3 Years
3 Years
3 Years
3 Years
3 Years
3 Years
3 Years**

*One year of Dance may be substituted as one year of Physical Education.
**Students must take 1 semester of Performing Arts and 1 semester of Non-Performing Arts.
High School Graduation Requirements
Class of 2019 &
2020
Requirement
12th & 11th Grade
English
4 Years
Math
4 Years
Science
3 Years
Social Studies
3 Years
World Language
3 Years
PE & Health^
2 Years
Fine Arts
1 Year
Technology
1 Semester
Electives

Class of 2021 &
Beyond
9th & 10th Grade
4 Years
4 Years
3 Years
3 Years
3 Years
2 Years
2 Years
2 Years

^ PE & Health Requirement:1 semester of Physical Education and 1 semester of Health is required for each student.
Participation in school-sponsored High School athletics may contribute to the Physical Education requirement. 2
seasons of a varsity sport may count as 1 semester of PE Elective.
Electives: You may choose from the options on P 38 or 39, or if you would like to add a second class from World
Languages, Fine Arts, or Physical Education (in the Upper School only), you may use that class as your elective.
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Rancho Solano Upper School Curricular Options*
At Rancho Solano, we provide individual course planning and many options to fit the needs of each student. All pathways include
a Rancho Solano diploma. The pathways range from the full IB Diploma, IB Certificates in subject areas of individual student
strength, and non-IB subject courses. Below are three sample 4-year plans.
9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

English

English I

English II

IB English HL1

IB English HL2

Math

Algebra II

Pre-Calculus

IB Math SL1

IB Math SL2

Social Studies

US History II

World History

IB History HL1

IB History HL2

Science

Physics

Chemistry

IB Chemistry HL1

IB Chemistry HL2

World Languages

Spanish I

Spanish II

IB Spanish SL1

IB Spanish SL2

PE/Health

Health/PE

PE Electives

Fine Arts &
Technology

Foundations of
Art: Drawing &
Sculpture

Chamber
Orchestra &
Computer Science/
Information
Technology

IB Visual Arts SL1 & Dance:
Introduction & Technique

IB Visual Arts SL2

Electives

Creative
Writing, Literary
Magazine
and Journalism

Topics in
Literature: Sports
Writing

IB Theory of Knowledge/
Yearbook

IB Theory of
Knowledge/
Robotics

English

English I

English II

IB English SL1

IB English SL2

Math

Geometry

Algebra II

IB Math Studies SL1

IB Math Studies SL2

IB

Social Studies

US History II

World History

Freakonomic Government

Certificates

Science

Biology

Physics

IB Physics SL1

IB Physics SL2

World Languages

Mandarin I

Mandarin II

IB Mandarin Ab Inito SL1

IB Mandarin Ab
Initio SL2

PE/Health

Health/PE

PE Electives

Fine Arts &
Technology

Symphonic Band

Symphonic Band

Symphonic Band

Symphonic Band

Electives

Introduction to
Media Arts: Film

Introduction to
Media Arts: Game
Design & World
Building

Computer Science/ Information
Technology

Dance: Introduction
and Technique

English

English I

English II

English III

English IV

Math

Algebra I

Geometry

Algebra II

Financial Algebra Or
Statistics

Social Studies

US History II

World History

Freakonomic Government

RSPS

Science

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Diploma

World Languages

Spanish I

Spanish II

Spanish III

PE/Health

Health/PE

PE Electives

Advanced PE

Visual Art III

Fine Arts &
Technology

Health/PE

Visual Art I

Fitness & Strength Training/
Sports Conditioning

Visual Art III

Electives

Film I

Chamber
Orchestra

Computer Science/ Information
Technology

Yearbook

IB
Diploma

Anatomy &
Physiology

*Note: The schedules shown above are only examples and do not illustrate all course options or curriculum paths.
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Course Descriptions
English Department
6th

06 English Language
Arts

7th

07 English Language
Arts

8th

9th

08 English Language
Arts

English I: American
Literature and
Composition

10th

11th

English II: British
Literature and
Composition

12th

English III: World
Literature

English IV: NonFiction/Contemporary
LIterature

IB English Literature
SL/HL I

IB English Literature
SL/HL II

Courses
Middle School Classes:
• 06 English Language Arts
• 07 English Language Arts
• 08 English Language Arts

Upper School Classes
• English I: American
Literature and
Composition
• English II: British
Literature and
Composition
• English III: World
Literature

•
•
•

English IV: NonFiction/Contemporary
Literature
IB English Literature
SL/HL II
IB English Literature
SL/HL II

Middle School
06 English Language Arts (1700)
Throughout the Middle School years, the English curriculum focuses on the study of literature, grammar, and
vocabulary with an emphasis on higher-order thinking in reading and writing.
We implement the Easy Grammar Systems alongside the Word Wisdom vocabulary program which
emphasizes the technique and strategies of using context clues to decode the meaning of a word.
Students examine literary themes and complete a variety of performance-based assessments to target higher order
reasoning and critical thinking skills. We encourage vigorous reading, authentic writing, and literary analysis. Students
examine global, social, and historical content in literature. Students learn to annotate texts and apply basic MLA
formatting and style guidelines.
Sixth graders are trained in student-led Harkness discussions as they assume responsibility for strongly
engaging with a text and dissecting it in a systematic and productive way. Students learn to express their opinions
while being cognizant of justifying them using textual evidence. Sixth graders also develop and evolve in their
composition skills by writing personal narratives, responses to literature, expository, compare and contrast, and
literary analysis essays.
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07 English Language Arts (1701)
Throughout the Middle School years, the English curriculum focuses on the study of literature, grammar, and
vocabulary with an emphasis on higher-order thinking in reading and writing.
The 7th grade curriculum focuses on a combination of teacher-directed instruction, individual and
collaborative work, student-directed discussions, projects, on-demand writing, writing for authentic audiences and
purposes, multiple intelligence focused differentiation, and visible thinking strategies. Improvement of reading
comprehension skills and introduction to analysis will be the concentration of 7th grade.
Students will learn and apply various reading strategies to make sense of a variety of print and non- print
texts. Also, students will read a variety of literary genres and will complete different exercises such as comprehension
tests, open responses, projects, and writings.
We will review the six traits of effective writing and practice the editing and revision process. Extended writing
tasks will consist of a variety or writing exercises including responses to literature and argumentative. At the end of
the year, students will have a chance to reflect back on their growth as a writer during 7th grade.
08 English Language Arts (1702)
Throughout the Middle School years, the English curriculum focuses on the study of literature, grammar, and
vocabulary with an emphasis on higher-order thinking in reading and writing.
Moving through the 8th grade Language Arts curriculum, students will continue to hone and refine their
reading and comprehension skills with regards to a wide variety of texts. Eighth graders focus on a range of authors
and genres. Using an integrated approach, students will explore the impact of historical events and language on
literature and discuss literature's role in shaping, defining, and recording history and humanity. Students will examine
literature from a variety of critical perspectives and complete several different performance- based assessments to
target higher-order reasoning and critical thinking skills. We encourage vigorous reading, authentic writing, and
literary analysis.
In 8th grade, a renewed focus on the development of sound arguments is reflected through the instruction;
students will grow in their composition skills as they write persuasive essays, research papers, and expository essays.
Eighth graders are encouraged and expected to express their ideas through writing and verbal communication as
much of the class consists of teacher facilitated, open-ended, student driven discussion of the content. Through these
discussions, students learn to take a position, make a claim, support it with evidence, and anticipate opposing
viewpoints. Oral presentation skills and language roots and etymology are also vital components of the course.

Upper School
English I: American Literature and Composition (1703)
American Literature and Composition is a challenging and inspiring course which will establish the foundation
for students’ study of language and literature in high school. Literary units are organized around prominent themes
that exemplify the protagonists’ struggles as well as the writer’s central ideas and enduring questions regarding the
human experience. Texts studied will include novels, plays, American poetry and short stories from the canon.
Instruction in creative writing, oral presentation, research writing and formal literary analysis will result in both
formative and summative assessments. By engaging in Socratic discussion, writing on a daily basis and practicing
speaking skills, students will grow as readers, writers, and thinkers.
Learning Objectives: American Literature and Composition is considered a pre-IB course and the IB English
rubric is often used for both written and spoken assessments. At the end of this course, students will be expected to
gain competence in the following areas:
• understanding, analyzing and responding to a variety of literary genres as well as nonfiction texts
• knowing and understanding the elements of each genre
• identifying and using new vocabulary
• understanding the elements of a writer’s technique and the effects created
• experimenting with different literary techniques through creative writing
• developing an understanding of the American literary tradition and significant themes
• asking relevant questions about reading – annotation
• connecting reading with real life experiences and earlier reading: relevancy
• revising and editing writing
• developing an awareness of audience and purpose
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English II: British Literature and Composition (1704)
English II: British Literature and Composition takes an expansive and cursory view of literature written on the
British Isles. The basic premise of the course is “to provide students with a panoramic view of English literature and of
the development of the various genres that make up artistic written expression in English: various poetic modes,
prose fiction, dramatic modes, the essay, the novel, and the short story.” With this purpose in mind, together we will
lightly touch down in various major historical periods in literary history and read a variety of texts from a myriad of
genres. Some of what we read will be familiar—a few of the giants of literature if you will. However, much will be new,
strange, and hopefully engaging.
Our basic approach to the literature will be introductory as opposed to comprehensive, which means we will
not seek to fully grasp the aesthetic, intellectual, historical, or cultural context of any given work or literary period.
Rather, our individual work and classroom discussions will be guided by three foundational questions or interpretive
modes: (1) what do we find intellectually provocative in the work of art; (2) how does the document relate to its
historical and cultural context; and (3) what does the form of the work contribute to our understanding of what a work
of art can and/or should do as an aesthetic object? Students will gain a deeper understanding of literature and
language while participating in meaningful and collaborative discussions using the modified Harkness method.
Students will produce analytical research and write regularly while employing reflective and interrogative thinking
methods. While engaged in global, social, and historical concerns, our classroom will focus on creative, critical, and
collaborative thinking.
English III: World Literature (1705)
English III is an in-depth study of world literature that explores original works drawn from classical antiquity to
the present day from English and non-English speaking cultures. This literature – epic, novel, short story, poetry,
drama – presents a global perspective which emerges from a keen consideration of the literary, cultural, and human
significance of the works.
This course is designed to engage students in the pleasures and challenges of reading selected world
masterpieces as well as to reinforce their skills in critical thinking, vocabulary acquisition, analyzing figurative
language and rhetorical devices, and writing within a framework of cultural diversity while engaging in comparative
and interdisciplinary study.
Important goals of this class are to promote an understanding of the works in their cultural/historical contexts,
to discover enduring human values and conflicts that span various literary traditions, and to put students in a
continual process of interpreting, confronting, uncovering, and discussing human experience within the frameworks
of literary critical theory. This course combines tradition with technology in a blended format.
English IV: Non-Fiction/Contemporary Literature (1706)
This course in nonfiction/contemporary literature grapples with questions fundamental to its unique genre,
the criterion of which is the factual nature of the subject matter. Of course, the ideas of fact and truth are open to
dispute and subjectivity. What is a fact? What is real? What is true? What stories do we have a right to tell? What stories
do we have an obligation to tell? What is the role of the narrator and the ideology of objectivity?
Our focus will negotiate and represent identities grounded in gender, race, class, nationality, and sexuality, in
modern prose that is expository, exploratory, investigative, persuasive, and lyrical. The writing component of this
course affords students the opportunity to showcase their own originality, to explore the depth of their personal
experiences, and to uncover their private emotions as well as universal truths.
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IB English Literature SL I (1715), HL I (1717)
The over-arching focus of this course is the art of literature. Literature concerns itself primarily with the human
condition in all of its ambiguity and depth. The works we will study address the individual’s role in society throughout
different historical periods and genres. We will explore the techniques the artist as writer uses to convey observations
about what it means to be human in a complex world. Close reading and the skills of literary analysis will be practiced
through discussion and writing about form, structure, style, characters and themes that the artist employs. Here are
the four parts of the course and the corresponding internal and external assessments:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Options, the Individual Oral Presentation
Detailed Study, the Individual Oral Commentary and preparation for Paper 1 exam
Works in Translation, the Written Assignment (1,500 words)
Genre Study, Paper 2 exam

Learning Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
• Demonstrate in writing and oral analysis a sound understanding of how authors use literary devices and
stylistic elements to create meaning
• Formulate and support, orally and in writing, a thesis about some specific aspect of a literary work
• Recognize and explain how major social, political, ideological, economic and cultural forces have shaped
literature around the world
• Recognize the shared human experience in literary works from other cultures as represented through the
individual’s role in society
• Engage in independent literary criticism in a manner which reveals a personal response to literature
• Express ideas with clarity, coherence, conciseness, precision and fluency in both written and oral
communication
• An ability to engage in independent textual commentary on both familiar and unfamiliar pieces of writing
• An ability to structure ideas and arguments, both orally and in writing
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Mathematics Department
6

th

7

th

Algebra I**

7th – 12th Grade, Classes 2019 - 2023
8th
9th
10th
Geometry**

Algebra II

Algebra I-A

12th

IB Math SL I

IB Math SL II

IB Math HL I

IB Math HL II

IB Math
Studies SL I

IB Math
Studies SL II

IB Math SL I

IB Math SL II

PreCalculus

Pre Algebra

Algebra
I-B**

11th

Probability &
Statistics*
Geometry

Algebra II

Precalculus

Financial
Algebra*

Financial
Algebra*

Probability &
Statistics*

Probability &
Statistics*

Financial
Algebra*

*Probability & Statistics and Financial Algebra may be offered in alternate years.
**Middle School students taking these classes will receive high school credit

6

th

7

th

6th Grade & Beyond, Classes 2024 and Beyond
8th
9th
10th

11th

12th

I.B. Math Analysis
and Approaches
SL/HL

I.B. Math Analysis
and Approaches
SL/HL

I.B. Math
Applications and
Interpretations SL/HL

I.B. Math
Applications and
Interpretations SL/HL

Statistics
Financial Algebra
Pre-Calculus
6th Grade Math

Pre-Algebra

Algebra 1

Geometry

Algebra 2

Financial Algebra
Statistics
Pre-Calculus

Geometry (Summer)

Finacial Algebra
Pre-Calculus
Statistics

Pre-Algebra

Algebra 1

Geometry

Algebra 2

Pre-Calculus

I.B. Math Analysis
and Approaches
SL/HL

I.B. Math Analysis
and Approaches
SL/HL

I.B. Math Application
and Interpretations
SL/HL

I.B. Math
Applications and
Interpretations SL/HL

Financial
Algebra/Statistics

Financial
Algebra/Statistics

Students in graduating classes 2020 and beyond will start the new IB Math curriculum listed above with IB Math Analysis and Approaches SL/HL or IB Math
Applications and Interpretations SL/HL.
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Courses
Middle School Classes:
• 6TH Grade Math
• Algebra I-A
• Algebra I-B**
• Pre Algebra

Upper School Classes:
• Algebra I**
• Algebra II**
• Geometry**
• IB Math SL/HL I & II

•
•
•

IB Math Studies I & II
Pre-Calculus
Statistics

Middle School
th

6 Grade Math (1500)
This is a course for 6th grade students only and will focus on prerequisite skills required to be successful in our
Pre-Algebra course. Upon completion of this class, students should be proficient with computing with rational
numbers and integers, writing and solving expressions and equations using exponents and variables, and graphing
functions and inequalities. Time will also be spent learning about geometry in both 2- and 3-dimensions, and studying
statistics and probability. Placement is determined by an assessment in the spring of 5th grade.
Pre-Algebra (1501)
Pre-Algebra is a one-year course that will provide students the skills necessary to be successful in Algebra I.
Topic studies include integer operations, rational numbers, solving equations, ratios and proportions, probability and
odds, percent of a number, linear functions and polynomials. Students, who successfully complete pre-algebra, will be
prepared for Algebra I or Algebra I-A. Placement is determined by an assessment in the spring of 5th grade.
Algebra I-A (1502A)
Algebra I-A is the first year of a two year course of Algebra I. There are two main goals for the course: (1)
examine many topics studied in Pre-Algebra with the goal of applying this content in real-world situations, and (2)
identify and extend mathematical relationships to build conceptual understanding. Topics studied include solving,
graphing, and analyzing linear equations, linear inequalities, systems of linear equations, and systems of linear
inequalities. Students will have a more in-depth review of Pre-Algebra topics and computational skills during this
course. Students who successfully complete Algebra I-A will be prepared for Algebra I-B.
Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra
Algebra I-B (1502B) *High School Credit
Algebra I-B is the second year of a two year Algebra I course. Students will continue the study of topics from
Algebra I-A. Students will also become proficient with characteristics of exponential, quadratic, and polynomial
functions. Students who successfully complete Algebra I-B will be prepared for Geometry. Prerequisite: Algebra I-A

Upper School
Algebra I (1503)
Algebra I is a year-long course following Pre-Algebra. There are two main goals for the course: (1) examine
many topics studied in Pre-Algebra with the goal of applying this content in real-world situations, and (2) identify and
extend mathematical relationships to build conceptual understanding. Topics studied include, but are not limited to:
solving, graphing, and analyzing linear equations, linear inequalities, systems of linear equations, and systems of linear
inequalities. Students will also become proficient with characteristics of exponential, quadratic, and polynomial
functions. Students who successfully complete Algebra I will be prepared for Geometry. Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra.
Middle School students taking this class will receive High School Credit.
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Geometry (1505)
Geometry is a year-long course following Algebra I-B or Algebra I. The content focuses on transformations
(reflection, rotation, translation, and dilation) in graphical and geometric settings. Key components of the course
include emphasis on the relationships among congruent and/or similar figures: triangles, quadrilaterals, and other
polygons. Special attention is devoted to right triangles, including right-triangle trigonometry, circles, and formulas
for perimeter, area, and volume of solids. Each topic promotes formal reasoning skills that lead to formal proof, as well
as application of this content in real-world situations. Students who successfully complete Geometry will be prepared
for Algebra II. Prerequisite: Algebra I. Middle School students taking this class will receive High School Credit.
Algebra II (1504)
This is a one year course that deepens and enriches skills from Algebra I while looking at topics from a
conceptual perspective. Topics studied include, but are not limited to: graphing, analyzing, and interpreting functions
such as linear, quadratic, polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, and rational. Students will also become proficient in
using a graphing calculator as a tool to help solve mathematical problems. Students who successfully complete
Algebra II will be prepared for either SL (Standard Level) math course in the International Baccalaureate Program.
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry. Middle School students taking this class will receive High School Credit.
Pre-Calculus (1506)
Pre-Calculus is a one year course that will solidify topics studied in Algebra II, expand concepts of
Trigonometry, and introduce basic concepts of Calculus. Students will develop a conceptual understanding of
graphing, analyzing, and interpreting algebraic, trigonometric, exponential, logarithmic, rational, polynomial, and
parametric functions. Students will also have the opportunity to study vectors and the polar coordinate system. This is
a one year course that will provide students with a solid background to take SL (Standard Level) or HL (Higher Level)
Mathematics in the International Baccalaureate Program. Students may also choose this course as an alternative to IB
Mathematics in the 11th or 12th grade year. Prerequisite: Algebra II
Statistics (1552)*
The course will introduce students to statistical concepts and tools to collect, analyze and draw conclusions
from data. There are four major areas the course will emphasize; descriptive statistics, sampling and experimentation,
exploring random phenomena with probability and simulation, statistical inference. Problem-solving activities and
projects will provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate their conceptual understanding of real-world
applications using authentic data. Prerequisite: Algebra II
International Baccalaureate Courses (Grades 11 and 12)
Because individual students have different needs, interests and abilities, there are three different courses in
mathematics. These courses are designed for different types of students: those who wish to study mathematics in
depth, either as a subject in its own right or to pursue their interests in areas related to mathematics; those who wish
to gain a degree of understanding and competence to understand better their approach to other subjects; and those
who may not as yet be aware how mathematics may be relevant to their studies and in their daily lives. Each course is
designed to meet the needs of a particular group of students. Therefore, great care should be taken to select the
course that is most appropriate for an individual student. Each of these courses spans two years, culminating with a
series of rigorous examinations and an individual project.
IB Mathematical Studies SL I (1510), SL II (1511)
This course has an emphasis on applications of mathematics, and the largest section is on statistical
techniques. It is designed for students with varied mathematical backgrounds and abilities. It offers students
opportunities to learn important concepts and techniques and to gain an understanding of a wide variety of
mathematical topics. It prepares students to be able to solve problems in a variety of settings, to develop more
sophisticated mathematical reasoning and to enhance their critical thinking. The individual project is an extended
piece of work based on personal research involving the collection, analysis and evaluation of data. Students taking
this course are well prepared for a career in social sciences, humanities, languages or arts. These students may need to
utilize the statistics and logical reasoning that they have learned as part of the Mathematical Studies SL course in their
future studies. Prerequisite: Algebra II
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IB Mathematics SL I (1512), SL II (1513)
This course caters for students who already possess knowledge of basic mathematical concepts, and who are
equipped with the skills needed to apply simple mathematical techniques correctly. We will cover all material in more
detail and rigor than in previous levels of mathematics. The majority of these students will expect to need a sound
mathematical background as they prepare for future studies in subjects such as chemistry, economics, psychology
and business administration. All students will complete this course with a good understanding of calculus, probability,
and statistics. Prerequisite: Algebra II
IB Mathematics HL I (1514)
This course caters for students with a good background in mathematics who are competent in a range of
analytical and technical skills. The majority of these students will be expected to include mathematics as a major
component of their university studies, either as a subject in its own right or within courses such as physics,
engineering, and technology. Others may take this subject because they have a strong interest in mathematics and
enjoy meeting its challenges and engaging with its problems. Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus
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Science Department
Courses
Middle School
Classes:
• STEM
• Physical, Earth,
and Space
Science
• Life Science

Upper School Classes:
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Human
Anatomy &
Physiology
• Physics

•
•
•

IB Biology
SL/HL I
IB Biology
SL/HL II
IB Chemistry
SL/HL I

•
•
•

IB Chemistry
SL/HL II
IB Physics
SL/HL I
IB Physics
SL/HL II

Middle School

6th
Grade

STEM

7th
Grade

Physical,
Earth, and
Space
Science

8th
Grade

Life
Science

STEM (1600)
STEM integrates the content and skills of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. The objectives
of STEM are to create students that are proficient in challenge-based learning, logical reasoning, collaboration, and
investigation. The course includes investigations into the following areas: Aeronautics, Rocketry, Bridge Building,
Computer Science, Electronic Circuits, Sustainability, and Robotics. Students will use the scientific method to solve
challenges that require they learn the content and skill that will prepare them for the 21st century workforce. This
course is intended for sixth grade students.
Physical, Earth, and Space Science (1601)
This course serves as an introduction to Biology, Physics, and Chemistry. The chemistry portion will cover
matter, atomic structure, chemical bonding, reactions, acids and bases, carbon chemistry, and nuclear chemistry,
while the physics sections cover topics such as motion, power, energy, waves, and the electromagnetic spectrum.
Each unit incorporates the scientific method and scientific inquiry. Students explore content using scientific process
skills, including questioning, planning, conducting investigations, analysis, and conclusions. By this critical thinking
process, students gain content knowledge and will logically think about relationships between evidence and
explanations in science. This course is intended for seventh-grade students.
Life Science (1607)
Life Science explores the development, classification, and interaction between organisms. This course
includes units on cells, the structure and functions of organs, classification and diversity, weather and climate,
organisms and their environments, human body systems, and human health and reproduction. Student progress is
monitored through unit tests, comprehensive final exam, student projects, and laboratory exploration. Life Science is
designed to prepare students for high school biological sciences and skills in laboratory design and data analysis.
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Upper School

9th & 10th
Grade

• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics

11th &
12th
Grade

• IB Biology SL/HL
• IB Chemistry SL/HL
• IB Physics SL/HL
• Chemistry
• Physics
• Anatomy &
Physiology

Biology (1602)*
Biology is designed as a survey course introducing students to the major concepts of Biology. In this class we
will investigate the topics of the scientific method, chemistry of living things, structure and function of cells, genetics,
evolution and biodiversity, as well as human anatomy and physiology. Students will be asked to draw relationships
between these concepts and current issues related to them. The goal is for students to comprehend and critically
analyze topics through lab investigations and research. It is expected that students will be able to develop labs to
analyze information and draw conclusions based on their own perception of the material and presumed outcomes. It
is also expected that students are prepared to take responsibility for their academic success and that this course will
further develop their skills as independent learners. Students will develop critical reading and effective writing skills as
well as data synthesis and critical thinking strategies. *This course is open to all Upper School students. Eighth-grade
students need departmental approval and concurrent enrollment in Geometry or Algebra II. Middle School
students taking this class will receive High School Credit.
Chemistry (1603)
In Chemistry we will study the composition, structure and properties of matter. Since that includes just about
everything in the physical world besides light, this knowledge is very broad and can be applied to many fields. We will
also study processes that matter undergoes and the energy changes that accompany these processes. Specific
applications of this knowledge will also be investigated and include fields such as thermodynamics and
electrochemistry as well as nuclear, biological and organic chemistry. An interesting and challenging assortment of
labs will accompany the lessons so that the students will get hands-on experience in investigating matter and
applying theories as well as the skills to use lab equipment. The structure of atoms, the periodic law, chemical
bonding, chemical reaction equations and formulas, as well as acids and bases, gases, liquids and solid states of
matter are a few of the topics that will be covered.
Human Anatomy and Physiology (1605)
This elective course emphasizes the central theme of homeostasis throughout the study of the structure and
function of the human organ systems. Students study normal physiology and the pathology of disease utilizing
laboratory and research skills throughout the year. Strong foundations in Biology and Chemistry are required for this
course. The course is most suited for those students preparing for careers in health-related professions, such as
medicine, dentistry, and nursing, occupational and physical therapy, as well as medical technology.
Physics (1604)
This is an introductory mathematically based physics course. This course will start by reviewing basic
knowledge of scientific principles (i.e. scientific method, measurement, SI system unit conversions, etc.) and
mathematical principles (i.e. scientific notation, basic algebra, basic graphing, etc.) This course will build on the basic
knowledge of scientific and mathematical principles (teaching accuracy vs precision, graphing analysis, vectors using
basic trigonometry, etc.) The first semester focuses on mechanical physics (gravity, projectile motion, forces, energy,
momentum, periodic motion, etc.) The second semester focuses on non-mechanical physics (electricity, magnetism,
heat, waves, sound, light, etc.) Laboratory work is a main component in teaching this course; students will be
expected to analyze lab-generated data to discover physics principles. Prerequisite: Algebra I
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IB Biology SL I (1610), SL II (1611), HL I (1612), HL II (1613)
IB Biology incorporates the four basic biological concepts that run throughout the biology course. These are
structure and function; universality versus diversity; equilibrium within systems, and evolution. Both Standard and
Higher Level students study the core topics: Chemistry of Life; Cells; Genetics; Ecology and Evolution; Human Health
and Physiology, and Statistics. Higher Level students have five more topics to study that extend the depth of
knowledge studied in the core topics and introduce new concepts over and above those studied by Standard Level
students. All students also study from two option topics. Examples are Ecology and Conservation and options on
Human Physiology.
IB Chemistry SL I (1615), SL II (1616), HL I (1617), HL II (1618)
IB Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of practical and
investigational skills. It is called the central science, as chemical principles underpin both the physical environment in
which we live and all biological systems. Apart from being subject worthy of study in its own right, chemistry is a
prerequisite for many other courses in higher education, such as medicine, biological science and environmental
science, and serves as useful preparation for employment. Prerequisite: Chemistry
IB Physics SL I (1620), SL II (1621), HL I (1622), HL II (1623)
Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain the universe itself. At the
school level both theory and experiments should be undertaken by all students. They should complement one
another naturally, as they do in the wider scientific community. The Diploma Program Physics course allows students
to develop traditional practical skills and techniques and increase their abilities in the use of mathematics, which is the
language of physics. It also allows students to develop interpersonal and digital communication skills “which are
essential in modern scientific endeavors and are important life-enhancing, transferable skills in their own right.”
(Diploma Program – Physics Guide, 2014) SL Physics will study measurement and uncertainties, mechanics, thermal
physics, waves, electricity and magnetism, circular motion and gravitation, atomic, nuclear and particle physics, and
energy production with engineering physics. HL Physics will study the same topics as SL Physics along with wave
phenomena, fields, electromagnetic induction, and quantum and nuclear physics. Prerequisite: Physics.
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Social Studies Department
Courses
Middle School Classes:
• Ancient History I: The Ancient World
• Ancient History II: The Medieval World and
Beyond
• US History I

Upper School Classes:
• IB Economics SL/HL I & II
• IB History SL/HL I & II
• US History II
• World History
• Freakonomic Government

Middle School

6th
Grade

Ancient
History I:
The Ancient
World

7th
Grade

Ancient
History II:
The
Medieval
World and
Beyond

8th
Grade

US History I

Ancient History I: The Ancient World (1800)
Ancient World History I provides the foundation for an integrated experience that weaves together history,
geography, literature, government, and art of ancient cultures. Critical and independent thinking is encouraged by
challenging students to understand different cultures and time periods. Using a historical and geographic
perspective, this course presents the social, political, and economic history of the civilizations spanning from early
humans through the Roman Empire. Students will also focus on the skills of writing, speaking, cooperation, research,
analysis, and computer literacy. This course is intended for sixth-grade students.
Ancient History II: The Medieval World and Beyond (1801)
Students in seventh-grade study major civilizations that shaped Medieval Times through the Modern Age c: 500
CE-1800 CE). Students will study the history of each region of the world thematically, starting in Europe and Asia. The
course will also address turning points in history by looking at Africa, The Middle East, and Mesoamerica. They will also
look at the Renaissance and Reformation as Europe entered the Modern Age. Beyond learning the facts and concepts
of history, students will focus on critical thinking and determine the relevance of the past for today. Students will also
focus on the skills of writing, speaking, cooperation, research, analysis, inference, drawing conclusions, and computer
literacy. This course is intended for seventh-grade students.
U.S. History I (1802)
The aim of this course is to develop an appreciation of the social, cultural, political, and economic heritage of
our nation. Included are an examination of America’s emergence as a pluralistic and multi-dimensional society,
democratic system, and world power. Emphasis will be placed on the modern era coupled with appropriate
comparisons to earlier historical periods. The 8th grade U.S. History course will focus on the period of American
History from the discovery of North America through Reconstruction (after the Civil War). Students taking this course
will attain a mastery of U.S. History from the 1490s through the 1870s with a special focus on critical thinking,
chronology, geography, and different historical perspectives. This course is intended for eighth-grade students.

2018-2019 MIDDLE SCHOOL & UPPER SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

20

Upper School

9th
Grade

US
History II

10th
Grade

World
History

11th
Grade

• IB History
SL/HL I
• IB
Economics
SL/HL I
• Freakonomic
Government

12th
Grade

• IB History
SL/HL II
• IB
Economics
SL/HL II
• Freakonomic
Government

U.S. History II (1810)
The aim of this course is to develop an appreciation of the social, cultural, political, and economic heritage of
our nation. Included are an examination of America’s emergence as a pluralistic and multi-dimensional society,
democratic system, and world power. Emphasis will be placed on the modern era coupled with appropriate
comparisons to earlier historical periods. The ninth grade U.S. History course will focus on the period of American
History from the post-reconstruction era, through the 20th century, and into the early years of the 21st century.
Students taking this course will attain a mastery of U.S. History from the 1890’s through the present time with a special
focus on critical thinking, chronology, geography, and different historical perspectives. This course is intended for
ninth grade students.
World History (1803)
This course focuses on the history of the world beginning in the mid-19th century with the unification of
European states such as Italy and Germany and European contact with Asia, Africa, and the Americas. Some of the
major concepts and events we will be examining include revolution in China, both world wars, the formation of Israel,
and the rise and fall of South African Apartheid. The course will conclude with events from the current 21st century
which include the challenges of globalization.
IB Economics SL I (1820), HL I (1822)
The study of economics is essentially about dealing with scarcity, resource allocation, and the methods and
processes by which choices are made in the satisfaction of human wants. As a social science, economics uses scientific
methodologies that include quantitative and qualitative elements. The economics course emphasizes the economic
theories of microeconomics, which deal with economic variables affecting individuals, firms and markets, and the
economic theories of macroeconomics, which deal with economic variables affecting countries, governments, and
societies. These economic theories are not studied in a vacuum— rather, they are to be applied to real-world issues.
Prominent among these issues are fluctuations in economic activity, international trade, economic development, and
environmental sustainability. The economics course encourages students to develop international perspectives,
fosters a concern for global issues, and raises students’ awareness of their own responsibilities at a local, national, and
international level.
IB History SL I (1815), SL II (1816), HL I (1817), HL II (1818)
IB History is an exploratory subject that poses questions without providing definitive answers. In order to
understand the past, students must engage with history both through exposure to primary historical sources and
through the work of historians. Historical study involves both selection and interpretation of data and critical
evaluation of it. A study of history both requires and develops an individual’s understanding of, and empathy for,
people living in other periods and contexts. The international perspective in history provides a sound platform for the
promotion of international understanding and, inherently, the intercultural awareness necessary to prepare students
for global citizenship. Above all, it helps to foster respect and understanding of people and events in a variety of
cultures throughout the world.
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Freakonomic Government (1805)
In the Freakonomic Government course, we will study how individuals and societies choose to use the scarce
resources provided by both nature and previous generations. Throughout the course, we'll examine specific case
studies that highlight such trends, while also studying distinct economic models. We will explore essential questions
like how one defines a monopoly, how a farm functions as an economic model, and how diverse countries function
from an economic-specific lens. We will explore the role of the Federal Government and the Federal Reserve in
affecting unemployment, inflation, interest rates, national debt and the global economy. The class will examine how a
federal budget is created in relation to the government's structure, in addition to how tax and spending decisions are
made at the federal level; in this respect, how does one country differ from another? How is power distributed across
government branches? What role(s) do(es) media, politics at-large, and society play?
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World Language Department
Courses
Middle School Classes:
• French A
• French B
• Mandarin A
• Mandarin B
• Mandarin C
• Beginner Spanish
• Spanish A
• Spanish B
• Spanish C
6th

•
•

Upper School Classes:
• French I
• French II
• French III
• IB French Ab Initio
SL I & II
• IB French SL/HL I &
II
• Mandarin I
• Mandarin II
7th

8th

•
•
•
•
•

9th

Mandarin III
IB Mandarin Ab
Initio SL I & II
Spanish I
Spanish II
Spanish III
IB Spanish Ab
Initio SL I & II
IB Spanish SL/ HL I
& II
10th

11th

•

English Language
Acquisition

12th

French III
French A

French B

French C

French I

French II

IB French SL
I

IB French SL
II

IB French HL
I

IB French HL
II

Mandarin III
Mandarin A

Mandarin B

Mandarin C

Mandarin I

Mandarin II

IB Mandarin
SL Ab Initio I

IB Mandarin
SL Ab Initio II

Spanish III
Spanish A

Spanish B

Spanish C

Spanish I

Spanish II

IB Spanish SL
I

IB Spanish SL
II

IB Spanish
HL I

IB Spanish
HL II

Spanish III
Spanish I

Spanish B

Spanish II

Spanish C

IB Spanish
Ab Initio SL I

IB Spanish
Ab Initio SL II

IB Spanish SL
I

IB Spanish SL
II

Spanish III
Spanish II

Beginner
Spanish

Spanish III

IB Spanish SL
I

IB Spanish SL
II

Spanish III
Spanish A

Spanish B
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Spanish II

French I

IB Spanish SL
I

IB Spanish SL
II

French II

IB French Ab
Initio SL I

IB French Ab
Initio SL II

Spanish I

Spanish II

IB Spanish
Ab Initio SL I

IB Spanish
Ab Initio SL II

Mandarin I

Mandarin II

IB Mandarin
AB Initio SL I

IB Mandarin
Ab Initio SL II
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Middle School
French
French A (1920)
French A enables students to study the French language and Francophone cultures. The course provides
opportunities for students to acquire proficiency in the four basic communicative skills: listening, speaking, reading, and
writing, as well as cultural perspectives of the many French-speaking countries. In French A, students will learn to order
food, discuss daily routines, give advice, learn to ask for and give opinions, discuss plans and holidays, and express hopes
and wishes. Students will understand how to read, write, and speak in the present tense.
French B (1921)
French B continues to develop proficiency in all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing
with emphasis on the ability to communicate orally and in writing. Students learn to function in real-life situations using
more complex sentences and language structures. In this course, students will learn to ask people about routines,
express likes and dislikes, talk about chores, speak about plans, and places, discuss what people do for a living, make
introductions, learn to ask for and give information and directions, give advice, express interest and disinterest, and talk
about how long something has been going on. Students will continue to learn to read, write, and speak in the present
and past tense. Prerequisite: French A or placement test.

Mandarin
Mandarin A (1940), Mandarin B (1941), Mandarin C (1942)
Middle School Mandarin will focus on two aspects: Pinyin and Mandarin communication skills. Early on, students
will learn greetings, names, nationalities, and addresses. They will speak about family, meeting and making plans,
ordering food as well as time and schedules. In addition, students will learn to write Chinese characters in the right order
and input Chinese characters in the computer. Since the hardest part of learning Chinese is recognizing vocabulary,
additional vocabulary emphasis will be a focus throughout the program of study. By the end of the first year, students
will be expected to be proficient in Pinyin and able to communicate in simple Chinese words and sentences. By the end
of the second year, students are expected to communicate at an early intermediate level. Prerequisite for Mandarin B is
Mandarin A; Prerequisite for Mandarin C is Mandarin B

Spanish
Beginner Spanish (1900)
The Spanish beginner course enables the students to study the Spanish language and culture. The course
provides opportunities for students to acquire proficiency in the four basic communicative skills: listening, speaking,
reading, and writing, as well as cultural perspectives of the many Spanish speaking countries. In Beginner Spanish,
grammatical structures and vocabulary will be introduced to work toward proficiency in the language. Students will
learn/practice the present tense in reading, writing, and speaking. Topics covered will be basic conversational skills,
describing people, things, and family relationships. Spanish speaking countries and states studied are Chile, Costa Rica,
Puerto Rico, Spain, and Texas.
Spanish A (1901)
The Spanish A course enables students to study the Spanish language and culture. The course provides
opportunities for students to continue to acquire proficiency in the four basic communicative skills: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing, as well as cultural perspectives of the many Spanish speaking countries. In Spanish A,
students will learn to order food, discuss daily routines, give advice, learn to ask for and give opinions, discuss plans
and past holidays, and express hopes and wishes. Students will continue to read, write, and speak in the present tense.
The Preterite (past) tense will be introduced in this class. The Spanish speaking countries/states studied are Peru, The
Dominican Republic, Argentina, Mexico, and Florida. Prerequisite: Completion of 5th grade Spanish from lower
campus or placement test.

2018-2019 MIDDLE SCHOOL & UPPER SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

24

Spanish B (1902)
The Spanish B course continues to develop proficiency in all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading,
and writing with emphasis on the ability to communicate orally and in writing. Students learn to function in real-life
situations using more complex sentences and language structures. In this course, students will learn to ask people
about routines, express likes and dislikes, talk about chores, speak about plans, and places, discuss what people do for a
living, make introductions, learn to ask for and give information and directions, give advice, express interest and
disinterest, and talk about how long something has been going on. Students will continue to learn to read, write, and
speak in the present and preterit tense. Spanish speaking cities to be studied are San Jose, Miami, Santo Domingo,
Cuzco, and Mexico City. Prerequisite: Spanish A or placement test.
Spanish C (1907)
The Spanish C course continues to develop proficiency in all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading,
and writing with emphasis on the ability to communicate orally and in writing. Students learn to function in real-life
situations using more complex sentences and language structures. In this course, students will talk about what they
used to like and dislike, what they used to do and what they want to be. They will describe people and things in the
past, talk about an emotional reaction, learn how to order in a restaurant, talk about how food tastes, talk about diet,
describe the preparation of food, talk about trying on clothes and how they fit, talk about a place and its climate, tell a
story, and talk about what they and others will do. Students will continue to read, write, and speak in the present and
preterit tense. Students will be introduced to the past imperfect tense. Spanish speaking countries/cities such as Buenos
Aires, El Paso, Santiago, San Juan, and Segovia will be studied. Prerequisite: Spanish B or placement test.

Upper School
French
French I (1923)
French I is designed as an introduction to the French language and culture. The overall goals of French I are seen
in terms of students performing linguistic tasks successfully (speaking, reading, writing, and listening), gaining selfconfidence, relying on themselves and classmates, developing their ability to create with another language, expanding
their risk-taking skills in real-life communicative situations, and gaining greater insight into the varied perspectives
offered by the study of French cultures. Students will learn about the language syntax and will be asked to express
themselves in the target language with their peers and teacher in class. Prerequisite: none.
French II (1924)
French II is designed to fit the demands for a higher level in French: there will be more oral expression in the
target language and more short essays and compositions. The overall goals of French II are seen in terms of students
gaining more independence while using French. They will have to refine their writing, speaking, reading, and listening
skills. They will also learn more complex structures and grammatical rules in the target language. Finally they will gain
knowledge about the varied French cultures around the world. Students must successfully complete French I or an
equivalent prerequisite for this course. Prerequisite: French I or a placement test
French III (1925)
French III is designed as a pre-IB course. The overall goals of French III are seen in terms of students performing
linguistic tasks successfully (speaking, reading, writing, and listening), gaining self-confidence, relying on themselves
and classmates, developing their ability to create with another language, expanding their risk-taking skills in real-life
communicative situations, and gaining greater insight into the varied perspectives offered by the study of French
cultures. The course will demand more reading and analysis through writing and oral presentations. The language that
students practice in class is contextualized to reflect what they would speak, read, and hear in an authentic Frenchspeaking environment. Prerequisites: Successful completion of French II or an equivalent or a placement test
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IB French Ab Initio SL I (1934), SL II (1935)
French Ab Initio SL is designed for students who have studied French for two years or less. They are either
novices or relatively new to the language. It will enable them to communicate with people from French-speaking
cultures and be successful in those parts of the world that speak French. Moreover, completion of the French Ab Initio SL
course will enable students to develop an appreciation of French culture and greatly expand their possibilities for work,
travel and entertainment.
IB French SL I (1930), SL II (1931), HL I (1932), HL II (1933)
The overall goals of the French IB program are seen in terms of students’ ability to understand and use the
language spontaneously and confidently in a variety of situations that they would encounter in a French-speaking
environment. Students will develop their intercultural understanding and analytical skills through the study of
monolingual French texts on a variety of topics related to the French language and culture(s). A variety of authentic
sources such as newspapers, magazines, Internet sites, music, film, literature and more will be used in addition to the
textbook to allow students to develop the skills necessary to effectively understand and communicate their meaning in
oral and written French. SL and HL are differentiated by the total number of coursework hours, the depth of analysis
expected, the study of literature, and by the level of difficulty and demands of assessment. Areas of study: Social
Relations, Communication and Media, Global issues, Customs and Traditions, Leisure, Science and Technology, Cultural
Diversity, and Health. Prerequisite: French II or French III

Mandarin
Mandarin I (1943)
Mandarin I is a beginner course for students with no previous experience of learning Mandarin. Students will
learn how to communicate in real-life situations. The course will begin with studying pinyin and tone, which are the
syllabic structure and pronunciation of Standard Chinese. Topics covered will be: exchanging greetings; numerals; asking
date/month; family members; countries and languages. The overall goals of Mandarin I is to develop oral communication
skills and build a solid foundation for character recognition and writing. Students will learn several basic Chinese radicals
and basic strokes. Students will also learn about and experience authentic culture through various activities.
Mandarin II (1944)
Mandarin II is designed to fit the demands for an intermediate level in Mandarin. Students will develop
language proficiency in all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students will learn how to
communicate in real-life situations using more complex sentences and language structures. Students will continue
developing how to interpret and orally express these topics as well as build upon the Chinese writing system.
Topics covered will be: ordering food, weather and holiday, hobbies, student’s daily routine, asking the way, etc.
Students will also learn Chinese culture and experience Chinese tradition through various activities. Prerequisite:
Mandarin I or placement test
Mandarin III (1945)
Mandarin III is an intermediate Mandarin course designed for high school students who took Mandarin before.
We will focus on improving each student’s speaking and writing skills through reading a variety of authentic texts. We
will study menus, shopping lists, diaries, articles and letters. We will do several performance-based communicative
tasks to reinforce speaking skills. We also will continually review grammar structures and vocabulary words through
class reading and speaking tasks. Students will create their own menu and keep a journal throughout
the school year to apply what they have learned into practice. In the second semester, students will focus on
building up Mandarin skills by learning about text types of advertisement, invitation, poster and article. Prerequisite:
Mandarin II or teacher recommendation.
IB Mandarin Ab Initio SL I (1947), SL II (1948)
Mandarin Ab Initio SL is an innovative course for students with no previous formal experience of learning
Mandarin. It will enable them to communicate with people from a new culture and make a success of their time
spent in a part of the world where Mandarin is commonly spoken. Taking Mandarin ab initio SL will help you function
successfully in a Mandarin-speaking environment, develop an appreciation for the cultural riches of Mandarinspeaking communities and greatly expand your possibilities for work, entertainment, and travel.
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Spanish
Spanish I (1903)
Spanish I is designed as an introduction to the Spanish language and culture. The overall goals of Spanish I are
seen in terms of students performing linguistic tasks successfully (speaking, reading, writing, and listening), gaining
self-confidence, relying on themselves and classmates, developing their ability to create with another language,
expanding their risk-taking skills in real-life communicative situations, and gaining greater insight into the varied
perspectives offered by the study of Hispanic cultures. Students will learn about the language syntax and will be asked
to express themselves in the target language with their peers and teacher in class. Prerequisite: none.
Spanish II (1904)
Spanish II is designed to fit the demands for a higher level in Spanish: there will be more oral expression in the
target language and more short essays and compositions. The overall goals of Spanish II are seen in terms of students
gaining more independence while using Spanish. They will have to refine their writing, speaking, reading, and
listening skills. They will also learn more complex structures and grammatical rules in the target language. Finally, they
will gain knowledge about the varied Hispanic cultures around the world. Students must successfully complete
Spanish I or an equivalent prerequisite for this course. Prerequisite: Spanish I
Spanish III (1905)
Spanish III is designed as a pre-IB course. The overall goals of Spanish III are seen in terms of students
performing linguistic tasks successfully (speaking, reading, writing, and listening), gaining self-confidence, relying on
themselves and classmates, developing their ability to create with another language, expanding their risk-taking skills
in real-life communicative situations, and gaining greater insight into the varied perspectives offered by the study of
Hispanic cultures. The course will demand more reading and analysis through writing and oral presentations. The
language that students practice in class is contextualized to reflect what they would speak, read, and hear in an
authentic Spanish-speaking environment. Prerequisites: Successful completion of Spanish II or an equivalent.
IB Spanish Ab Initio SL I (1914), SL II (1915)
Spanish Ab Initio SL is designed for students who have studied Spanish for two years or less. They are either
novices or relatively new to the language. It will enable them to communicate with people from Spanish-speaking
cultures and be successful in those parts of the world that speak Spanish. Moreover, completion of the Spanish Ab
Initio SL course will enable students to develop an appreciation of Hispanic culture and greatly expand their
possibilities for work, travel, and entertainment.
IB Spanish SL I (1910), SL II (1911), HL I (1912), HL II (1913)
The overall goals of the Spanish IB program are seen in terms of students’ ability to understand and use the
language spontaneously and confidently in a variety of situations that they would encounter in a Spanish-speaking
environment. Students will develop their intercultural understanding and analytical skills through the study of
monolingual Spanish texts on a variety of topics related to the Spanish language and culture(s). A variety of authentic
sources such as newspapers, magazines, internet sites, music, film, literature, and more will be used in addition to the
textbook to allow students to develop the skills necessary to effectively understand and communicate their meaning
in oral and written Spanish. SL and HL are differentiated by the total number of coursework hours, the depth of
analysis expected, the study of literature, and by the level of difficulty and demands of assessment.
Areas of Study:
Core topics: 3 mandatory topics (Social Relations, Communication and Media, Global issues) Options: 2 topics to
choose among 5 (Customs and traditions, Leisure, Science and Technology, Cultural diversity, Health).
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English Language Acquisition
English Language Acquisition I (3301), II (3302) III (3303)
The English language support course assists English Language Learners (ELL) to develop proficiency in
academic English to be successful in all content classes which may include: US History II, World History, English,
Chemistry, and Biology, as well as any other course where the need occurs.
Each student is prepared with differentiated assignments, texts, and assessments. Students focus on finding
ways to be more actively engaged in the classroom, such as working independently and taking risks to improve their
language and cultural experience while in the U.S. This is an additional course that needs to be taken by all students
who test below English proficiency.
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Fine Arts Department
Courses
Middle School Performing Art Classes:
• Beginning Band
• Intermediate Band
• Advanced Band
• Dance: Introduction and Technique
• Dance: Choreography and Performance
• Guitar & Ukulele
• Intermediate Guitar & Ukulele
• Choir
• Intermediate Orchestra
• Chamber Orchestra
• Musical Theatre

Middle School Non-Performing Art Classes:
• Music Theory
• Media Arts: Animation
• Media Arts: Introduction to Cinema
• Intermediate Media Arts
• Advanced Media Arts
• Foundations of Arts I
• Foundations of Arts II
• Intermediate Arts

Upper School Performing Art Classes:
• Beginning Band
• Advanced Band
• Dance: Introduction and Technique
• Chamber Orchestra
• Guitar & Ukulele
• Intermediate Guitar & Ukulele
• Choir
• Theatre Lab

Upper School Non-Performing Art Classes:
• Fundamentals of Drawing
• Fundamentals of Sculpture
• Visual Arts II
• Topics in Media: Film
• Topics in Media: Game Design
• Topics in Media: Introduction to World
Building
• IB Music SL/HL I & II
• IB Visual Arts SL/ HL I & II

Middle School Performing Arts
Fine Arts courses are semester long except those notated as year-long courses.
Beginning Band (2014) (Semester 1)
This a catch-up course for students who want to learn a new band instrument. Choices for instruments are
flute, clarinet, oboe, saxophone, bassoon, French horn, trumpet, trombone, euphonium, tuba, electric bass guitar,
or percussion. This course is open to both Middle and Upper School students. Students will audition for transfer
into Intermediate Band or Advanced Band at the end of the course. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Intermediate Band (2015) Yearlong
The Intermediate Band is intended to build on the foundations established in 4th and 5th grade band and is
open to students who have been playing their instrument for fewer than 5 years. Students will strengthen their
fundamentals while incorporating extended instrumental techniques and performing more advanced music. Students
will continue to develop their reading and improvisational skills, in addition to widening their range. Students will
continue to perform music from a variety of styles, cultures, and time periods. This group performs for school
functions and at community events throughout the year. This course is one year. (1 credit)
Advanced Band (2016) Yearlong
This advanced course will allow students to continue their musical involvement in a band setting. This
advanced-level group is the premiere band at RSPS and focuses on building a substantial repertoire of symphonic
works, transcriptions, as well as popular and contemporary literature. This group performs for school functions and at
community events throughout the year. (Open to 7th-8th grade students by audition). This course is one year. (1
credit)
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Guitar & Ukulele (Semester 1) (2039)
This class will provide an opportunity for students with no previous experience on guitar or ukulele to learn
the basics of their chosen instrument including nomenclature, tuning procedures, and care and maintenance; how
to play both melodic lines and chords; how to apply foundational music theory; how to read both traditional music
notation and tablature; and how to interpret chord symbols and diagrams. Students with previous experience on
guitar or ukulele may also enroll in this course. In addition to playing with the class, more experienced students will
be assigned individual projects to advance their skills. All students will enjoy playing a variety of popular music and
will perform as an ensemble in public at least one time during the semester. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Intermediate Guitar & Ukulele (Semester 2) (2041)
This class will provide an opportunity for first-semester guitar and ukulele students to continue their
development both as individuals and members of the larger ensemble. Students will continue to play both melodic
lines and chords; apply music theory principles; read both traditional music notation and tablature; and interpret
chord symbols and diagrams. Students with no previous experience on guitar or ukulele may also enroll in this class.
Beginning level students will learn the basics of their chosen instrument including nomenclature, tuning procedures,
and care and maintenance; how to play both melodic lines and chords; how to apply foundational music theory;
how to read both traditional music notation and tablature; and how to interpret chord symbols and diagrams. This
course is one semester (.5 credits)
Intermediate Orchestra (2062) (Yearlong)
The Intermediate Orchestra continues to build on the foundations established in 4th, 5th, and 6th grade
orchestra. Students will strengthen their fundamentals while incorporating new techniques and performing more
difficult and robust music. Students will enhance their music theory skills in addition to their performance skills.
Students will continue to perform music from a variety of styles, cultures, and time periods. Through participating
in a performing music ensemble, students will learn how to operate as a team and contribute a vital part to the
greater whole. The ultimate goal of the ensemble is to prepare students to audition into the higher level chamber
orchestra.
Chamber Orchestra (2063) (Yearlong)
This class provides opportunities for string instrument players to continue the study of their instrument
using group and individual technique studies, the performance of traditional and contemporary string orchestra
and ensemble literature, the critique and analysis of other musical performances, and the research of various
related topics. This is the premiere string ensemble at RSPS. Students in the ensemble should expect to be treated
as talented musicians who desire to have a rewarding orchestra experience, who are determined to increase their
ability to play an instrument, who act in a mature manner during all rehearsals and performances, and who can
conduct themselves and others within a student-led ensemble.
Choir (2030) (Semester 1)
Middle School Choir is a performance-based class, inclusive of students from all Middle School grade levels.
This ensemble will study and perform music from a wide variety of musical styles including pop, classical, jazz, and
spirituals. Students will be given numerous performance opportunities throughout the semester. In addition to
performing, students will learn music theory and vocal technique skills. This course is one semester. (.5 credits)
Musical Theatre (2051) (Semester 2)
Musical Theatre is open to all Middle School students in grades 6-8. This course is a study of both musical and
acting techniques and their combination in musical theatre performance. Vocal technique, music theory, musical
theatre history, song interpretation and character development are among the aspects that will be covered. Students
will also study musical theatre choral repertoire as a group, and be expected to perform in school concerts as an
ensemble. While participation in the school musical is not a requirement, it is expected that they will attend the
musical if they are not a part of the cast or crew. This course is one semester (.5 credits)

2018-2019 MIDDLE SCHOOL & UPPER SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

30

Dance: Introduction and Technique (2044) (Yearlong)
Dancing is a fun and exciting avenue to cultivate self-confidence and project personality in a constructive way.
This course is designed for all technical levels. Prior dance experience is not required. In this course, students will be
introduced to the world of dance in the genres of ballet, jazz, and contemporary modern along with being introduced
to the vocabulary and history of each. The focus of this class will be on the development of body awareness and
coordination in relation to music rhythms and textures. A routine class will incorporate stretching for flexibility,
conditioning for endurance, and dance technique for growth. While learning diverse movement qualities and styles,
students will also be exposed to additional styles of dance such as hip-hop, tap, jazz-funk and Latin dance.
Participation in this class involves live performances and a small taste of the course that follows: choreographies and
performance qualities. This course is one year (1 credit) but may also be taken for a semester (.5 credits).
Dance: Choreography and Performance (2045)
This course is designed for students who have already completed Dance: Introduction and Technique. In this
course, students will learn choreography techniques for the creation process, performance qualities for artistic vision,
production elements for showcase preparation, and movement interpretation for responding to dance art. Students
learn a larger number of dances and choreographies as well as create and develop their own pieces. A routine class
will incorporate stretching for flexibility, conditioning for endurance, and dance technique for growth. Participation in
this class involves the showcase of student-created choreographies in live performances. This course is one year (1
credit) but may also be taken for a semester (.5 credits). Prerequisite: Beginning Dance or Dance: Introduction and
Technique

Middle School Non-Performing Arts
Fine Arts courses are semester-long except those notated as yearlong courses.
Foundations of Arts I (2000 A) (Semester 1)
In this course, students will explore visual art through a variety of media, such as graphite, acrylic paint,
watercolors, oil pastels, and wire. Students will learn to utilize the elements and principles of design in their work to
convey a message or idea. Students will also practice critiquing each other’s work. Additionally, students will develop
their ability to contextualize art by connecting it to both history and culture. The main questions explored in this
course are, "How is art a form of self-expression?", "How does art influence who we are and who we can become?”,
and "What role does art play in creating and sustaining local communities?" This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Foundations of Arts II (2000B) (Semester 2)
In this course, students will explore visual art through a variety of three-dimensional media, such as
cardboard, wire, plaster, and clay. Students will create both individual and collaborative projects. Students will learn
how the elements and principles of design are applied to three-dimensional works. Students will also practice
critiquing each other’s work. Additionally, students will develop their ability to contextualize art by connecting it to
both history and culture. The main questions explored in this course are, "How is art a form of self-expression?", “How
do three-dimensional works transform the spaces we live in?”, and "What role does art play in creating and sustaining
local communities?" This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Intermediate Art (2001) Yearlong
In this course, students will explore visual art through a variety traditional and nontraditional media. Students
will create two-dimensional and three-dimensional works of art. Students will further develop their ability to utilize
the elements and principles of design in their work in order to convey a message or idea. Students will also critique
each other’s work. Additionally, students will strengthen their ability to contextualize art by connecting it to both
history and culture. The main questions explored in this course are, "How does art encourage us to take on multiple
perspectives?", "How can art be used as a tool to help bridge cultural boundaries?", and "As artists, what role do we
play in bettering our local and global communities?" Prerequisite: Foundations of Arts I or Foundations of Arts II. This
course is one year (1 credit).
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Media Arts: Animation (2070A) (Semester 2)
By viewing and studying animation, this introductory semester course introduces students to both the
concepts of film and game design through the use of 3D animation software. Students will be expected to use
software to create scripts, storyboards and eventually animation using Celtx and Cinema 4D. Students will be
responsible for creating a 3D animated character, a visual effect, and a 3D animated short film from start to finish.
Throughout the semester we will learn about professional animation through the study of a variety of animated films.
Students will leave the class with a basic understanding of movement, 3D environmental design, character design,
screenwriting, directing, editing, visual effects, and animation. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Media Arts: Introduction to Cinema (2070B) (Semester 1)
By viewing and studying film, this introductory semester course focuses on questions of film form and style
(narrative, editing, sound, framing, mise-en-scene) and introduces students to concepts in film history and theory
(industry, auteurism, spectatorship, the star system, ideology, genre). Students will be expected to engage familiar,
contemporary films in unfamiliar ways and to work through historic, landmark films that may not be as accessible. We
will create a minimum of one short film per semester to further explore and better understand cinematic concepts
previously studied. Students will work in groups to produce a series of short-form films developing skills in
screenwriting, directing, cinematography, editing, sound designing, and animated special effects. This course is one
semester (.5 credits)
Intermediate Media Arts (2071) Yearlong
Through the art of visual storytelling, the Intermediate Media Arts course focuses on developing students’
critical thinking abilities, passion, courage and curiosity, enabling them to appreciate the multiplicity of cultural and
historic perspective in film. The class introduces questions of film form and style (narrative, editing, sound, framing,
mise-en-scene) and introduces students to concepts in film history and theory (industry, auteurism, spectatorship, the
star system, ideology, genre). Students will be expected to engage familiar, contemporary films in unfamiliar ways and
to work through historic, landmark films that may not be as accessible. Students will learn the differences between
film structure, style, and genre as they learn how to develop characters and story. This year-long course is designed to
provide those students with no prior experience in Media Arts an opportunity to explore foundational skills in
Screenwriting, Storyboarding, Directing, and Film Language, Theory, and History. Students will be working with
professional video editing applications. They will learn the technical side of video and film production including
camera, sound, animation for title graphics, and special effects.
Advanced Media Arts (2072) Yearlong
This course is for anyone who loves gaming and wants to design and build original games from scratch. It develops
students’ critical thinking abilities, passion, courage and curiosity, enabling them to appreciate the multiplicity of
cultural and historic perspective in game design. Students will be challenged to analyze and communicate human
expression and meaningful themes through interaction and imagery. At the core of all Media Arts courses lies a
concern with clarity of understanding, critical thinking, reflective analysis, effective involvement, and imaginative
syntheses that are achieved through the engagement of human expression through words and images. Students
learn how to use popular game-development software to create engaging, interactive games in a variety of styles.
After learning about game genres, students learn about all aspects of the game- design process. From there, it's on to
a series of increasingly challenging hands-on projects that teach all the elements of successful game development.
This course provides a solid foundation in the essentials of game design. Students will begin the year learning basic
character design, developing sprites, creating levels and 3d interaction. Students will work in a multitude of
applications including Unity, UnReal, Cinema 4d, and Maya. (Grade 7 upon permission from instructor)
Music Theory (4709) (Semester 2)
Students will discover the underlying structure of music and use this knowledge to compose their own works.
Topics include notation, music terminology, rhythm and meter, chord function, form, and tonalities. Students will
create their own accompaniments to melodies, arrange and orchestrate familiar tunes, compose melodies in various
world styles, and strengthen listening skills using the latest in music technology. In addition to creating a diverse
portfolio of compositions, students will experience a greater understanding of their instrument’s role in ensembles
and how music applies to the world around them. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
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Upper School Performing Arts
Fine Arts courses are semester-long except those notated as yearlong courses.
Beginning Band (2013) (Semester 1)
This a catch-up course for students who want to learn a new band instrument. Choices for instruments are
flute, clarinet, oboe, saxophone, bassoon, French horn, trumpet, trombone, euphonium, tuba, electric bass guitar,
or percussion. This course is open to both Middle and Upper School students. Students will audition for transfer
into Intermediate Band or Advanced Band at the end of the course. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Advanced Band (2017) (Yearlong)
This advanced course will allow students to continue their musical involvement in a band setting. This
advanced-level group is the premiere band at RSPS and focuses on building a substantial repertoire of symphonic
works, transcriptions, as well as popular and contemporary literature. This group performs for school functions and at
community events throughout the year. This course is one year. (1 credit)
Chamber Orchestra (2063) (Yearlong)
This class provides opportunities for string instrument players to continue the study of their instrument
using group and individual technique studies, the performance of traditional and contemporary string orchestra
and ensemble literature, the critique and analysis of other musical performances, and the research of various
related topics. This is the premiere string ensemble at RSPS. Students in the ensemble should expect to be
treated as talented musicians who desire to have a rewarding orchestra experience, who are determined to
increase his or her ability to play an instrument, who act in a mature manner during all rehearsals and
performances, and who can conduct themselves and others within a student-led ensemble. This course is one
semester (.5 credits)
Choir (2035) (Semester 2)
Upper School Choir builds upon techniques and skills learned at the Middle School level. This is a
performance-based class, inclusive of students from all Upper School grade levels. This ensemble will study and
perform music from a variety of different styles and genres and will have numerous performance opportunities
throughout the semester. Students will have the opportunity to participate in AMEA-sponsored events, such as
Regional and All-State Choir auditions. In addition to performing, students will learn music theory and vocal technique
skills. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Guitar & Ukulele (Semester 1) (2040)
This class will provide an opportunity for students with no previous experience on guitar or ukulele to learn
the basics of their chosen instrument including nomenclature, tuning procedures, and care and maintenance; how
to play both melodic lines and chords; how to apply foundational music theory; how to read both traditional music
notation and tablature; and how to interpret chord symbols and diagrams. Students with previous experience on
guitar or ukulele may also enroll in this course. In addition to playing with the class, more experienced students will
be assigned individual projects to advance their skills. All students will enjoy playing a variety of popular music and
will perform as an ensemble in public at least one time during the semester. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Intermediate Guitar & Ukulele (Semester 2) (2042)
This class will provide an opportunity for first-semester guitar and ukulele students to continue their
development both as individuals and members of the larger ensemble. Students will continue to play both melodic
lines and chords; apply music theory principles; read both traditional music notation and tablature; and interpret
chord symbols and diagrams. Students with no previous experience on guitar or ukulele may also enroll in this class.
Beginning level students will learn the basics of their chosen instrument including nomenclature, tuning procedures,
and care and maintenance; how to play both melodic lines and chords; how to apply foundational music theory;
how to read both traditional music notation and tablature; and how to interpret chord symbols and diagrams. This
course is one semester (.5 credits)
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Theatre Lab (2052) (Semester 1)*
Theatre Lab is a creation and performance-based drama class. In addition to monologue, scene and
improvisation work, this class will emphasize the creation of original performance pieces. Students will also select and
adapt a fairy tale or children’s story to be prepared for Lower School students. This student-driven course will focus on
experimentation, exploration, and student-driven creative play through drama.
Dance: Introduction and Technique (2046)
Dancing is a fun and exciting avenue to cultivate self-confidence and project personality in a constructive way.
This course is designed for all technical levels and any prior dance experience is not required. In this course, students
will be introduced to the world of dance in the genres of ballet, jazz, and contemporary modern along with being
introduced to the vocabulary and history of each. The focus of this class will be on the development of body
awareness and coordination in relation to music rhythms and textures. A routine class will incorporate stretching for
flexibility, conditioning for endurance, and dance technique for growth. While learning diverse movement qualities
and styles, students will also be exposed to additional styles of dance such as hip-hop, tap, jazz-funk and Latin dance.
Participation in this class involves live performances and a small taste of the course that follows: choreographies and
performance qualities. This course is one year (1 credit), but may also be taken for a semester (.5 credits).
IB Music SL I (2021), SL II (2022), HL I (2023), HL II (2024)* (Yearlong)
The IB Diploma Programme music course seeks to develop students’ knowledge and potential as musicians,
both personally and collaboratively. IB Diploma Programme music students are required to study musical
perception and actively listen to a wide range of music from different parts of the world, musical cultures, and time
periods. They also develop aural perception and understanding of music by learning about musical elements,
including form and structure, notations, musical terminology and context. Through the course of study, students
become aware of how musicians work and communicate. In addition, the course enables students to: enjoy lifelong
engagement with the arts; become informed, reflective and critical practitioners in the arts; understand the dynamic
and changing nature of the arts; explore and value the diversity of the arts across time, place and cultures; express
ideas with confidence and competence; develop perceptual and analytical skills; develop their knowledge and
potential as musicians, both personally and collaboratively. Students will prepare for the three main components of
the IB Test: 1. The internal assessment (either creating, solo performing, or group performing), 2. The musical links
investigation, and 3. The listening paper.
*IB Music SL students must enroll in a performing ensemble such as Band, Choir, Orchestra, or Guitar/Ukulele in addition to their IB Music courses.

Upper School Non-Performing Arts
Fine Arts courses are semester-long except those notated as yearlong courses.
Fundamentals of Drawing (Semester 1) (2003A)
In this course, students will be working from observation in a variety of media to explore issues common to
both representational and non-representational art. This basic drawing course serves as an opportunity for students
to study and work with techniques that have been associated with the medium of drawing throughout art history.
This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Fundamentals of Sculpture (Semester 2) (2003B)
A Visual Arts course covering basic three-dimensional composition and sculpture. Students will construct
sculptures using various media and fabrication techniques. The course will primarily focus on mold making, wax,
plaster, cardboard, and clay. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
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Visual Arts II (2004) (Yearlong)
This is an advanced art course, which prepares students who are interested in going into IB Art. Emphasis is
placed on the application of design elements and principles, technical aspects of visual arts media, creativity, and the
development of a disciplined process that shows the relationship between written investigation and the creation of
purposeful studio work. The history of art and its influences on culture, time, and place are investigated and serve to
inspire the students’ artistic process. Students will work in both traditional and nontraditional media. Through the
study of art, its processes, and its history, students will gain a broader perspective and understanding of the diversity,
complexities, and contributions within the visual sphere. Prerequisite: Fundamentals of Drawing or Fundamentals of
Sculpture.
IB Visual Arts SL I (2007), SL II (2008), HL I (2009), HL II (2010) (Yearlong)
The IB visual arts course enables highly motivated students who are seriously interested in the study of the
visual arts to develop a body of work that represents their individual research and development of artistic expression.
Emphasis is placed on the application of design elements and principles, technical aspects of visual arts media,
creativity, and the development of a disciplined process that shows the relationship between written investigation
and the creation of purposeful studio work. The history of art and its influences on culture, time, and place are
investigated and serve to inspire the students’ artistic process. Students will be guided in developing their own
individualized program of study and preparing their portfolios, exhibition of work, and preparation of the online
submission for IB assessment.
Through the study of art, its processes, and its history, students will gain broader perspective and
understanding of the diversity, complexities, contributions, and spirit of mankind. Curriculum requirements are based
on IB guidelines. IB Visual Arts is offered at both the Higher Level and Standard Level. Prerequisite: Fundamentals of
Drawing, Fundamentals of Sculpture, or Visual Arts II.
Topics in Media: Film (2073) (Yearlong)
Through the art of visual storytelling, Media Arts courses develop students’ critical thinking abilities, passion,
courage and curiosity, enabling them to appreciate the multiplicity of cultural and historic perspective in film.
Students will be challenged to analyze and communicate human expression and meaningful themes through film and
imagery. At the core of all Media Arts courses lies a concern with clarity of understanding, critical thinking, reflective
analysis, effective involvement and imaginative syntheses that are achieved through the engagement of human
expression through words and images. This year-long course is designed to provide those students with some
experience in Media Arts an opportunity to expand their knowledge in Screenwriting, Storyboarding, Directing, and
Film Language, Theory, and History. Students will be working with professional video editing applications. They will
learn the technical side of video and film production including camera, sound, animation for title graphics, and special
effects.
Topics in Media: Game Design (Semester 2)
In the ever-changing world of media arts, new forms of storytelling are being created all of the time. This
course is for anyone who loves gaming and wants to design and build original games from scratch. It develops
students’ critical thinking abilities, passion, courage and curiosity, enabling them to appreciate the multiplicity of
cultural and historic perspective of game design. Students will be challenged to analyze and communicate human
expression and meaningful themes through interaction and imagery. At the core of all Media Arts courses lies a
concern with clarity of understanding, critical thinking, reflective analysis, effective involvement, and imaginative
syntheses that are achieved through the engagement of human expression through words and images. Students
learn how to use popular game-development software to create engaging, interactive games in a variety of styles.
After learning about game genres, students learn about all aspects of the game- design process. From there, it's on to
a series of increasingly challenging hands-on projects that teach all the elements of successful game development.
This course provides a solid foundation in the essentials of game design. Students will begin the year learning basic
character design, developing sprites, creating levels and 3d interaction. Students will work in a multitude of
applications including Unity, UnReal, Cinema 4d, and Maya. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
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Topics in Media: Introduction to World Building (Semester 1)
This course focuses on the construction of fictional worlds for the use of creating original fictional work.
Students will learn to think critically about features of fictional worlds, such as the social, political, and economic
structures that influence daily life for the characters who inhabit that world. Students will also participate in extensive
character development exercises, and then write short fiction from these characters’ perspectives describing the
challenges they face in these worlds. Students will critique each other’s fiction and submit revised work. Students will
at the end of the class be positioned to write a longer piece of narrative fiction such as a novel, feature-length
screenplay or game design document. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
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Physical Education Department
Middle School

6th
Grade

Physical
Education
and
Health

7th
Grade

Physical
Education
and
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8th
Grade

Physical
Education
and
Health

Physical Education and Health
06 Physical Education (2100), 07 Physical Education (2101), 08 Physical Education (2102)
Physical education is a comprehensive program designed to teach students how to achieve and maintain a
healthy lifestyle in a fun-filled environment. Students are taught fundamental skills and introduced to various
individual and team sports, fitness and strength training, nutrition, and other applicable topics.

Upper School

9th Grade

Physical
Education &
Health

10th
Grade
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Electives

Health (2150) (Semester 1)
The purpose of this course is to provide students with the opportunity to develop and enhance critical life
management skills necessary to make sound decisions and take positive actions for healthy and effective living. Topics
include positive emotional development, interpersonal relationships and communication skills, human sexuality,
nutrition and weight management, substance abuse, CPR, and first aid. (This course must be taken in 9th or 10th
grade.) This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Physical Education (2151) (Semester 2)
Physical Education promotes activity and fitness in the context of healthy living and decision-making.
Students participate in a wide range of PE units – from yoga to floor hockey to weightlifting in order to develop their
interests and gain exposure to new sports and activities. Our highly trained staff encourages students to understand
and appreciate a healthy lifestyle. Students can develop individual interests rather than follow an approach of one size
fits all. (This course must be taken in 9th or 10th grade.) This course is one semester (.5 credits)
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Physical Education Electives
Advanced Physical Education (4603)
Students who want to apply what they have learned in a team/group setting are encouraged to take this
course. Throughout the course, students will take the sports and skills learned in Physical Education the next level of
strategy and technique. This class focuses on team sport games as well as personal fitness. The primary purpose of
Advanced Physical Education is to give students an opportunity to be physically active in a team sport setting while
implementing new strategies, techniques, & theories. Students will also focus on mastering ways to maintain a
healthy, active lifestyle in a safe and constructive environment. Lastly, students will also have a chance to create
programs for their peers to promote activity and wellness through the RSPS community.
Fitness and Strength Training (4604)
Upper School students will focus on cardiovascular fitness, flexibility, and resistance training. The students will
learn their way around a weight room, as well as learn about muscle development in order to construct a training
program to suit their individual needs. This is for individuals of all levels of fitness. This will enable students to be able
get in their 60 minutes of fitness a day, whether in a gym facility or using a field at a park. The goal is to prepare the
Upper School student for a healthy lifestyle. This course is one semester (.5 credits) Prerequisite: Physical Education
Sports Conditioning (4605)
In this course Upper School students will focus on body conditioning and development. Included will be
weightlifting, cardiovascular exercises, calisthenics, and isotonic and isometric exercise. The course also includes a
focus on speed, agility, strength, coordination, and flexibility that will help students reach their fitness and athletic
goals. Students will also participate in sports specific and general fitness skills and drills. Injury prevention and safe
fitness practices will also be taught. This course is one semester (.5 credits) Prerequisite: Physical Education
Advanced Athletic Training (4606)
Advanced Athletic Training is rigorous sport-specific training program for highly motivated student-athletes.
Students are instructed in proper technique of fundamental and advanced strength and conditioning exercises.
Programs are developed with each student’s goals in mind and are conducted in a group setting. Students in AAT
work to optimize performance in their varsity sport in preparation for post-high school opportunities. Students
interested in this class MUST meet the following requirements: Must be a varsity level athlete, must be in grades 8-12,
must receive approval from Upper School Coach and School Administration, must have collegiate or post-high school
athletic aspirations, and must have previous experience in strength and conditioning. This course is one semester
(.5 credits)
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Middle School Electives
Courses are semester long except those notated as yearlong courses.

English Electives
Public Speaking & Debate (4300)
Public Speaking & Debate is designed to develop students’ verbal and intellectual skills. Students will learn
about, and practice, the fundamental skills of public speaking and parliamentary debate. This course provides
students with practical experiences designed to develop and strengthen their public speaking and debate skills, while
building their confidence. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Creative Writing (4301)
In this dynamic writing workshop, students will experience the benefits of creative expression through
crafting and revising their own short stories, poems and non-fiction essays. All writers will be full participants in the
workshop process while engaging in various exercises to inspire their imagination. They will also engage in the
process of sharing and editing each other’s work within a non-judgmental environment. Discussions will be devoted
to the analysis of student work and that of professional writers. Students will come away with greater knowledge of
the craft, enhanced approaches to revision, and a clear understanding of their unique writing style. This course is one
semester (.5 credits)
Creative Documentary and Photojournalism (4903)
This course will model Massachusetts Institute of Technology: MIT Undergraduate Course # 21W.749/CMS.935.
This course equips students with the historical and contextual framework required to develop and engage in critical
thinking and writing about documentary photography and the human experience, as well as providing technical
guidance and support to develop students’ individual documentary practice. Each student will create a body of work
that culminates at an end-of-course portfolio. Students will have the opportunity to attend off campus field trips to
work in the field, while creating their body of work. Prior photographic experience is not necessary. This course is one
semester (.5 credits)

Science Department Electives
EPICS (Engineering Projects In Community Service) (4900) Yearlong
Interest in civic engagement and community service is growing rapidly among teenage students. EPICS High
is a service-learning program that engages students in engineering and technology concepts and connects them with
organizations to fill much-needed technology-based solutions. Through this design-based, service learning program,
students gain valuable hands-on experience and see first-hand the impact that they can have on their community
through engineering concepts. After taking the course, students are eligible to compete in an EPICS Regional or
National Tournament. This course can only be taught by Certified Master Teachers licensed by the ASU High School
Epics program. This course is yearlong. (1 Credit)
Robotics (4902)
This elective course will focus on developing self-sustainable models to engage young minds in building
science, technology, engineering and math skills all while inspiring innovation and creativity. Students will work
collaboratively in a team environment, fostering self- confidence, communication and leadership skills. This course is
one semester (.5 credits)

Technology Department Electives
Web Design (4002)
Ever view a web page and think that you could make it look and function better? Or better yet, create your
own online presence with a personal web page? This introductory course is designed to teach Middle School students
how to develop and manipulate functional and effective web pages/sites. Students will learn webpage organizational
methods (menus, links), website architecture (forms, image maps, tables), design techniques (fonts, color, images),
and publishing using basic HTML/XHTML tags. Learning HTML is a good “first step” to learning future coding
languages and internet design techniques! This course is one semester (.5 credits)
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Computer Coding (4007)
Do you ever wonder how video game designers create and program your favorite games? In this course, you
will learn the foundations of computer programming known as “coding” in an engaging learning environment. You
will be exposed to various current coding languages like JavaScript, Python, PHP, Ruby, and JQuery and learn how to
understand, design, interact, and manipulate the roots of digital media. Utilizing online programs like Scratch, Alice,
Blockly and more, you can become a more “logical” thinker and bring out your fun, creative side by designing your
own video games and animated stories and publish them on the web! Students will also learn to program “Parrot
Drones” and “EV#” robots. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Yearbook (4306)
This course is designed to teach the skills necessary to produce the school yearbook, which offers a narrativebased record of the assigned school year (covering part of two calendar years). The course begins by planning the
coverage for the school year and designing a unifying theme for the book. Students will study journalism principles
including layout and design techniques, writing and editing copy, along with creating headlines and picture captions.
This course provides the study of and practice in gathering and analyzing information, interviewing, note taking and
photography. Students will learn strategies for planning and distribution of the yearbook. In the first semester,
students will receive specific job assignments that lead to an understanding of micro and macro conceptualizations of
how a yearbook functions.
As the year continues, students will learn proofing strategies and work independently with photographers. At
times, deadlines may require that staff members work after school, on weekends, and holidays. Students will learn
good work habits and are responsible for all phases of yearbook publication. Unifying principles that help govern the
course include learning leadership, developing workshop independence, and playing a vital role within a group linked
through a specific, shared goal—telling the story of the year through a visual and written format. This course is yearlong. (1 Credit)

Upper School Electives
Courses are semester-long except those notated as yearlong courses.

English Department Electives
Topics in Literature: Sports Literature and Writing (Semester 2) (4905)
This course will focus on the use of sports in literature. Students will read various short stories, novels and
magazine/news articles. In addition they will write for various purposes and audiences expressing their opinions
about several themes. Themes studied will include leadership and character, current trends, rivalries, definitions of
success and failure, jinxes and fate, heroes, coaching ethics, etc.
Topics in Literature: William Shakespeare (Semester 2) (4901)
This course is an interactive, project-based class that focuses on bringing Shakespeare's works to life. Students
will utilize various lenses such as that of the actor, director, and critical theorist to examine various works, and will also
examine Shakespeare's continuing influence on film and other modern-day media (music, video games, advertising,
etc.). During the course, students will study, watch, analyze, act, and/or direct scenes of Shakespeare's plays.

Creative Writing, Literary Magazine and Journalism (4907)
This semester course gives students the opportunity to express their creative voice through original poetry,
prose fiction and drama. Students will also practice the habits necessary to grow as a writer. Students will read a
variety of short stories, poetry and one-act plays that will serve as models and inspiration for their own creative
work. Students will create a chapbook of original poetry in both fixed forms and free verse and write an original short
story and a one-act play. The class will be run as a writer’s workshop with the goal of publication, particularly in the
school’s literary magazine, Pegasus. Any students who wish to be a part of the Pegasus literary magazine editorial staff
or the Pegasus Monthly newspaper editorial staff will come from this course.
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Science Department Electives
EPICS (Engineering Projects In Community Service) (4900)
Interest in civic engagement and community service is growing rapidly among teenage students. EPICS High
is a service-learning program that engages students in engineering and technology concepts and connects them with
organizations to fill much-needed technology-based solutions. Through this design-based, service learning program,
students gain valuable hands-on experience and see first-hand the impact that they can have on their community
through engineering concepts. After taking the course, students are eligible to compete in an EPICS Regional or
National Tournament. This course can only be taught by Certified Master Teachers licensed by the ASU High School
Epics program. This course is for world changers, future leaders, entrepreneurs, and innovators that want to make the
world a better place. This course is offered each semester (.5 credits)
Robotics (4907)
This elective course will focus on developing self-sustainable models to engage young minds in building
science, technology, engineering and math skills all while inspiring innovation and creativity. Students will work
collaboratively in a team environment, fostering self- confidence, communication and leadership skills. This course is
one semester (.5 credits)

Technology Department Electives
Computer Science (4011)
So what is the deal with Microsoft vs Apple? This is an introductory course that will help answer that question!
Learn about the history of computers, past and present computer entrepreneurs, and a variety of basic programming
languages all while becoming a digitally responsible consumer. After completing this course, you will develop an
appreciation of how far we’ve come with computer science knowledge, try your hand at programming games, apps,
and other interactive algorithms, and also explore careers in the Computer Science field! Prerequisite: General interest
in computers and technology. This course is one semester (.5 credits)
Information Technology in a Global Society (4013)
Do you like to tinker with technology gadgets and figure out how they work? Information Technology in a
Global Society is an introductory course for students interested in computer hardware and software and the building
of computers and other gadgets. This hands-on exposure to a variety of digital media devices will allow students to
practice being digitally responsible citizens, research the latest and greatest gadgets in our technological world today
and learn the basics of what it takes to pursue a career in the IT field! Students will also learn to program “Parrot
Drones” and “EV#” robots. Prerequisite: General interest in computers and technology. This course is one semester (.5
credits)
Podcasting (4016)
This course will allow students to gain and use audio editing skills in a multitrack environment. Students will
choose topics to investigate, write and produce, with a focus on the quality of their audio and content. Additionally,
students will create a RSS feed and do some web publishing for their podcasts. Learning objectives: Describe the
benefits of multitrack recording, isolate and remove audio noise, mix multiple audio sources to create a cohesive
recording, plan and research content, refine all elements of the podcast to create a professional quality product, Host
and convert audio formats, and create a blog and RSS feed. (.5 credits)
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Yearbook (4305)
This course is designed to teach the skills necessary to produce the school yearbook, which offers a narrativebased record of the assigned school year (covering part of two calendar years). The course begins by planning the
coverage for the school year and designing a unifying theme for the book. Students will study journalism principles
including layout and design techniques, writing and editing copy, along with creating headlines and picture captions.
This course provides the study of and practice in gathering and analyzing information, interviewing, note taking and
photography. Students will learn strategies for planning and distribution of the yearbook. In the first semester,
students will receive specific job assignments that lead to an understanding of micro and macro conceptualizations of
how a yearbook functions.
As the year continues, students will learn proofing strategies and work independently with photographers. At
times, deadlines may require that staff members work after school, on weekends, and holidays. Students will learn
good work habits and are responsible for all phases of yearbook publication. Unifying principles that help govern the
course include learning leadership, developing workshop independence, and playing a vital role within a group linked
through a specific, shared goal—telling the story of the year through a visual and written format. This course is yearlong. (1 credit)

IB CORE Required for Diploma Candidates
Theory of Knowledge: 11th Grade (1830) (Semester 2), 12th Grade (1831) (Semester 1)
Theory of Knowledge – (TOK) Do all cultures obtain knowledge in the same way? How do people get their
information and how do they analyze it and use it? TOK is a seventh IB course that all Diploma Programme students
must take. In TOK students study how they know what they know. Essentially, it is a philosophy course where students
look at different ways of knowing in general, and in each of the specific disciplines.
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