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Rancho Solano  
Preparatory School is a 
PreK-12 independent school 
for high achieving students. 
Children of all ages thrive 
within a stimulating and 
welcoming international 
learning community that 
offers a highly individualized 
education experience 
completely unique to the 
Arizona market. We cultivate 
in our students a passion to 
learn and the ingenuity to 
thrive in a global society.



CROSS-CULTURAL 
GLOBALISM

SUPPORTIVE CAMPUS 
ENVIRONMENT

ACADEMIC SUCCESS & 
OUTCOMES

PERSONALIZED APPROACH 
TO LEARNING

       Part of Rancho Solano’s mission is to cultivate ingenuity 
and creative thinking in students, enabling them to thrive in a global society and to be architects 
of their own future. Our students have the skills required to collaboratively design solutions across 
cultures and national boundaries. We work globally and locally, determined to make a positive 
difference in the world.

            Rancho Solano is an international learning 
community committed to educating, empowering, and inspiring students from early childhood through 
Twelfth Grade. The school is dedicated to accelerating each student’s academic achievement and 
maximizing their individual growth in a highly supportive and nurturing environment.

       Rancho Solano Preparatory School’s comprehensive, 
yet individualized, academic approach focuses on proven educational practices and standards. 
Combined with athletics and enrichment programs, we create life-changing opportunities for 
development and prepare students for success in their chosen college and beyond. 

          Our highly trained and passionate teachers 
understand each student’s strengths and challenges and are dedicated to helping them achieve 
their academic and personal potential. Our individualized academic approach develops students’ 
passions and interests, emphasizes critical thinking, and encourages personal growth and fulfillment.







University Preparation
College awareness and planning begins as early as the Sixth Grade at Rancho Solano,  
with the College Counseling Department advising each unique student to finding the  

best choice in a college or university. 

Global Outlook 
Rancho Solano Preparatory School provides a welcoming environment where  

cross-cultural friendships are the norm, and where each student is encouraged to develop  
a deeper understanding of other cultures. 

Innovative Faculty 
At all grade levels, Rancho Solano Preparatory School boasts a devoted staff of  

highly qualified professionals committed to student success.
 

Technology Focus
Our students and faculty understand the important role technology plays in their lives and are 
constantly challenged to find ways to utilize technology in and out of the classroom to position 

themselves in a global community. We also focus on developing digital citizenship skills across all 
grades and students who are confident creators of their digital footprint.

Two Campus Facilities 
Each of Rancho Solano’s two campuses—one for Pre-Kindergarten and Lower School and one 
for Middle School and Upper School—are designed to foster curiosity, discovery, collaboration, 
and inspiration. Each is purposefully constructed to create an enriching, supportive, and safe 

academic environment geared toward achieving extraordinary student outcomes. 

After School Enrichment 
A wide variety of after school enrichment programs encompass theater, art, science, dance, 

music, technology, and athletics in environments designed to foster curiosity, discovery, 
collaboration, and inspiration. 

Community Engagement 
Rancho Solano Preparatory School builds students of strong character who are actively engaged in 
their local communities and attuned to the opportunities and challenges in the world around them. 

about RANCHO SOLANO



Welcome to Rancho Solano Preparatory School,

As Head of School, I invite you to take a deeper look into Rancho Solano Preparatory School where our students are 
prepared to thrive in a global society and to be architects of their future. You will find a curriculum that is personalized 
and differentiated, and focused on global awareness and cultural sophistication, led by strong and highly educated 
teachers that are commitment to developing students into well-rounded individuals. 

A key differentiator at Rancho Solano Preparatory School is our commitment to providing students with the skills 
they need to be successful in today’s global society. Critical thinking, creativity, cultural sophistication, collaboration, 
communication, and entrepreneurial abilities are learned alongside cyber-citizenry and digital literacy. Highly 
trained and passionate teachers act as “learning facilitators” helping to guide student learning, challenging current 
understanding, and encouraging students to be curious, ask questions, and make connections as to why the world 
exists as it does. 

At Rancho Solano, we work as a team to prepare our graduates both for the college of their choice and for success 
in the world beyond. I invite you for a tour on one of our campuses to experience a differentiated and truly world-class 
education. Please call our admissions office at 480.646.8200 to learn more about Rancho Solano Preparatory School.

Sincerely,

Paul K. Johnson, Ph.D
Head of School - Rancho Solano Preparatory School

from the HEAD OF SCHOOL











Awakening a sense of 
can-do intellectual confidence 
and a love of learning 
through superior instruction
Teaching excellence is a foundational pillar of Rancho Solano Preparatory School. Intense focus is placed on every student’s 
learning experience, encouraging curiosity, accomplishment, and growth. Teachers at every grade level strive to ensure their 
students fully master lesson content and enhance their skill sets to the greatest extent of their aptitudes and abilities. 

Rancho Solano Preparatory School is comprised of highly collaborative teams of the nation’s finest teachers who cultivate the 
best teaching standards in the world. Together, they provide each child with superior instruction focused on continuous student 
growth. And our teachers do more than provide an excellent education—they lead, inspire, and excite students to reach their full 
potential. They have a passion for teaching and are able to relate to students in a supportive manner, focusing their lessons on 
developing critical thinking skills.

Our teachers work to ensure that technology finds and serves a practical purpose in our curriculum. Rancho Solano Preparatory 
School teachers use the “SAMR Model” which challenges each of us to assess and reflect on not only how we integrate technology 
into our curriculum, but also how we modify, redefine, and transform our classrooms through its use. We want our teachers to be 
confident that technology implementation will enhance our curriculum, not hinder it.

general excellence • FACULTY





Planning & Preparing 
for Success
Rancho Solano Preparatory School builds on its commitment to superior instruction with methods that provide global perspective, insight 
into learning, and the ability of students to think critically about problems confronting their world. Teachers create inspiring curricula 
around tested and proven teaching methods and use differentiated instruction methods tailored to meet the individual needs of each student.

Personalized Learning
Every student at Rancho Solano Preparatory School has a Personalized Learning Plan (PLP) that serves to guide each child’s ongoing 
education, growing and evolving throughout their academic year. A student’s attitudes toward learning, study habits, interests, and 
goals are factored in with parental input and curriculum benchmarks to build programs tailored to each student’s needs, helping to 
target weakness, strengthen confidence, improve performance, and accelerate progress.
 

Innovative Academics 
At Rancho Solano Preparatory School, the core curriculum is dynamic, challenging, and engaging, presented by dedicated teachers 
committed to the success and progress of their students. Students learn to think creatively, look at problems from different perspectives, 
and rationally construct a methodology for resolving them. With a focus on self-driven achievement, structured within the framework 
of individualized learning, students are inspired to do their best.

Critical Thinkers – Confident Learners
The goal of Rancho Solano Preparatory School is to ignite the full academic potential of every student. Essential questions and daily 
assessments along with focus on writing mastery, problem solving, critical thinking, and higher order reasoning provide continuous growth 
opportunities. Students are equipped with the intellectual tools and confidence they need to tackle the difficult and multifaceted real-world 
challenges—critical components of success that students learn to rely on in college and into adulthood.

Compassionate and Engaged World Citizens
Each Rancho Solano Preparatory School student has years of experience collaborating with peers from around the world. Beginning in 
Grade Two, students digitally connect across the world to research, discuss, debate, and develop potential solutions to globally significant 
problems. In the Upper School, students are given the option to take certificate classes or to pursue the full International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme (IBDP), recognized worldwide as a standard for academic excellence. As a result of Rancho Solano Preparatory 
School’s outcome-oriented approach, students graduate as global citizens who stand out on college applications and are better able to 
master the challenges of living and working in our increasingly borderless world.

overview on ACADEMICS





Experiencing the Joys 
and Rewards of Learning
Rancho Solano Preparatory School Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten classes comprise our Early Learning Center. These classes are 
joyful places for discovery—loving, supportive, and nurturing learning environments. The school’s exceptional program lays the 
foundation for successful academic careers and life skills. We instill a love of learning from an early age—rewarding critical thinking 
skills, curiosity, and creativity—while providing a firm foundation on which to maximize social, emotional, physical, psychological,  
and intellectual development. 

The Rancho Solano Preparatory Lower School Program for Kindergarten through Fifth Grade promotes above-grade proficiency in 
reading, writing, and mathematics, while incorporating language arts, foreign language, social studies, math, science and technology, 
the humanities, and healthy physical exercise. There is also a strong emphasis on nurturing creative passions, with full participation  
in theater, music, and the visual arts, to encourage free expression, cooperation, and open-ended thinking.

LOWER SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAM 
Studies suggest that early exposure to music boosts academic achievement. The Rancho Solano Preparatory School violin program 
offers “minds on” rather than just “hands on” learning. The creativity and multi-dimensional thinking developed through disciplined 
study of instrumental music teaches essential critical-thinking and problem-solving skills. 

Beginning in the Fourth Grade, Rancho Solano Preparatory School students can choose from Band, Choir, or Orchestra, according 
to their own preferences and talents. Students learn the basics of instrumental music performance in an active learning environment, 
performing in three to four large-scale performances per year.

THE VISUAL ARTS 
Visual Arts in the Lower School stimulate creativity and encourage students to establish connections between art and other 
disciplines, such as history and world cultures. Students also investigate the relationship between colors, shapes, and lines through 
hands-on, age-appropriate activities. Our instructors use a variety of materials and techniques to expose students to creative 
expression and the many possibilities that exist in art. 

PILLARS - Lower School Academics
Whole Child Learning • Strong Arts & Music Emphasis • Character Development • Hands-on Experience

academics LOWER SCHOOL





Pride and Practice, 
Taking Ownership of Learning

The Rancho Solano Preparatory Middle School Program is designed to be academically challenging and intellectually enriching, 
exposing students to a varied curriculum that bolsters vitally important problem-solving skills. The Middle School program is geared 
toward giving students the tools they need to evaluate information, think critically, craft theories, and hone arguments— skills they 
will need to master to meet the academic rigors of Upper School.    
 

INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Our Middle School program focuses on the whole child and embracing this important time of discovery. In all classes, students 
develop the following soft skills: persistence, comfort with ambiguity, cultural sophistication, collaboration, creativity, critical 
thinking, public speaking and presentation, and writing. Core classes focus on time honored concepts as well as current local, 
national, and global issues. The semester long electives give our students the opportunity to explore many different fields so that  
they can better specialize once matriculated to Upper School.

LEARNING HOW TO LEARN 
The Rancho Solano Preparatory School approach emphasizes nurturing and accountability. The Middle School program empowers 
students to take control of their studies by helping them to acquire study skills and habits early. With “learn how to learn,” students 
are provided tools—such as access to computers and Internet research methods—that can work for them in answering their own 
questions and conquering new material, safely and effectively.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
Supplementing an all-encompassing academic program, students are encouraged to get involved in Student Government,  
Girls Coding Club, the National Junior Honor Society, Chess Club, Art Club, and Junior Thespians, among others. Concert Band,  
Choir, Dance, Guitar, and String Orchestra are available to Middle School students, and the Athletics Program is also strong,  
with schedules at a variety of levels. 
 

PILLARS - Middle School Academics
Firm Academic Foundation • Creative Thinking • Cross-Curricular Development • Extra-Curricular Activities

academics MIDDLE SCHOOL





Preparing for  
College and Adulthood
The Rancho Solano Preparatory Upper School Program is structured to prepare students to maximize their options as they  
prepare for college, post-graduate work, and fulfilling careers in adulthood. Challenging coursework coupled with fine arts pursuits, 
athletics, extra-curricular activities, and community service work to create well-rounded students, eager to apply what they know  
to mastering new tasks and goals. 

Rancho Solano Preparatory School students are actively recruited by and succeeding at their top-choice universities such as Harvard,  
Princeton, Brown, Pepperdine, UCLA, and honors programs at Arizona State University and the University of Arizona.

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 
Rancho Solano Preparatory School is the only private school in the greater Phoenix area to receive IB authorization.  
After completing basic requirements in the Ninth and Tenth Grades, students are given the option to take certificate classes  
or to pursue the full International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP), recognized worldwide as a standard for  
academic excellence and a sought-after credential among top colleges and universities. 

The IBDP is an intensive two-year program that encourages students to make connective associations between different  
areas of study. The program consists of foundational courses, an in-depth research study and essay, a real-world  
community service idea application, and a Theory of Knowledge course.

NEW CITIZENS OF THE WORLD 
Rancho Solano Preparatory School develops students who are more than college-ready graduates: they are creative thinkers, ready 
to make innovative associations across different areas of study, and motivated, resourceful global citizens, eager to join hands across 
borders and seas to confront common challenges facing our world. 

PILLARS - Upper School Academics
Rigorous Curriculum • University Readiness • Community Engagement • Global Citizen

academics UPPER SCHOOL









Inspire, Imagine, Create
At Rancho Solano Preparatory School, the fine and performing arts are an integral part of our curriculum, providing every 
student with the opportunity to build creativity, knowledge, and self-confidence through experiences in the arts.

Fine Arts, Performing Arts, and Media Arts, including Film, are not only an integral part of the Rancho Solano Preparatory School 
Program, they are the creative cornerstone of the school’s teaching philosophy. 

Through the combination of arts appreciation, performance, and rigorous academics, the Rancho Solano Preparatory School Fine 
Arts Program equips students for the lifelong pursuit and admiration of art, and for the fullest expression of their talents and passions.  

VISUAL ARTS 
Art is integrated throughout the curriculum, offering special encouragement in classes designed to provide students with new vehicles 
for expression through drawing, painting, pottery, sculpture, and more.

MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS 
Studies verify music education enhances student performance, and Rancho Solano Preparatory School provides students with 
opportunities to enhance their skills at every grade level.

MEDIA ARTS 
Students learn the art of visual communication using state-of-the-art equipment, computers, and software—from graphic design, 
video, and film production to digital photography, editing, and illustration to design, blogging, animation, and more.

THE ARTS





Mind and Body 
Working Together
At Rancho Solano Preparatory School, physical education provides students with high-quality, developmentally appropriate  
programs. These programs support our core mission of academic excellence and development of the whole child, providing  
a balance of experiences that contribute to social, intellectual, and emotional growth.

Students in Fifth through Twelfth Grade can participate in a variety of competitive and non-competitive sports.  
Our scholar-athletes strive to excel at the highest level. At the same time they learn to practice and compete as a team  
and demonstrate impeccable sportsmanship.   

LOWER SCHOOL 
Even at a very young age, children are ready to embrace the values of healthy lifestyles. During these formative years,  
students learn to distinguish between different kinds of exercise and the benefits each can bring. They learn about the value  
of eating right, and the function different kinds of foods play in development and health. Basic movement and motor  
skills are noted and students chart their own achievements as they progress through their early grades.

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Students expand on the foundation they were provided in lower grades to become full partners in the care of their health and their 
bodies. The five components of health: cardiovascular, muscle strength, physical endurance, flexibility, and body composition are 
examined. Students also learn the merits of cooperative play and teamwork through organized sports and team-building exercises, 
and develop and maintain individual fitness regiments around goals they set.

UPPER SCHOOL 
As students enter Upper School at Rancho Solano Preparatory School and begin to develop into their adult selves, they have the 
opportunity to apply what they know about health and nutrition into physical programs that assist their personal development.  
Upper School Athletics include increased emphasis on physical conditioning, strategy and skills improvement, and the character-
building elements of teamwork through competitive sport.

ATHLETIC OFFERINGS 
Basketball, Cheerleading, Chess, Cross-Country, Golf, Lacrosse, Sand Volleyball, Soccer, Tennis, and Volleyball.

ATHLETICS





Building relationships, 
participating, learning, 
assuming responsibility—
strong paths to growth
From community outreach and service work, cultural immersion, and participation in extra-curricular activities, Rancho Solano 
Preparatory School students have the opportunity to apply the skills and knowledge they obtain in the classroom to situations in  
the real world. The result is a flexible and resilient education that frames life lessons in a measurable and meaningful way.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Getting out into the wider community and interacting with real-world problems play an integral role in student life at Rancho 
Solano Preparatory School. Through projects and personal interactions, students develop an empathetic understanding of problems 
beyond their everyday experience, informing their views and strengthening their common bonds to school, community, country,  
and the world as a whole.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
The rigorous academic plan is complemented by a wide range of academic and extra-curricular opportunities in the arts, music, 
and other subjects that cultivate cultural appreciation and creativity. Participation in these activities leads to gains in core academic 
subjects as students apply their skills and learn to think about the material in core subjects in a new way.

STUDENT LIFE



Supportive residential 
community with a truly 
immersive learning experience
Rancho Solano Preparatory School is proud to offer a Boarding Program with unparalleled opportunities for continuous academic 
growth in a welcoming and safe environment that builds a sense of educational and social independence. Comprehensive English 
as a Second Language programs along with college planning and SAT preparation are highlights of the boarding academic program. 
Students who make residency part of their education with Rancho Solano also benefit from life-long friendships developed with 
students from all over the world.

BENEFITS OF THE BOARDING PROGRAM INCLUDE:
 •  Highly individualized focus on academic and social progress
 •  Global connection and life-long friendships with students from around the world
 •  Stimulating education from our best-in-class teachers
 •  Exciting field trips, travel opportunities, and international experiences
 •  Comprehensive college guidance counseling program
 •  Opportunity to earn an International Baccalaureate (IB) Certificate or Diploma

A SAFE ENVIRONMENT
Providing boarding students with a safe and secure experience is our top priority. Students reside in hotel style dormitories with 2-4 
students per room. Boarding dormitories are supervised by experienced, adult staff members who live in-residence and are available 
to support the social and emotional well-being of the students at any time of day. Students also have access to registered nurses, 
school counselors, and outside physicians to address any student health concern. Additionally, parents are always able to reach a 
member of our staff 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

WEEKEND ACTIVITIES
Once classes have ended for the week, students enjoy a rich weekend social life through participation in a variety of weekend activity 
offerings. Weekend programs are aligned to student interests and include special excursions and opportunities allowing students to 
experience a wider sampling of American culture. These activities provide an engaging opportunity for students to interact with their 
classmates, socialize, pursue personal interests, and make friendships that span the globe and will last a lifetime.

BOARDING PROGRAM









            In the simplest terms, Rancho Solano 
Preparatory School is a college preparatory school dedicated to helping students excel at their 
top choice colleges and to thrive in a global society as an architect of their own future.

EXPANDING EVERY 
STUDENT’S HORIZON  
OF POSSIBILITY

PREPARING A FOUNDATION 
FOR EVERY STUDENT’S 
SUCCESS

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE,
INTEGRATION & 
EXPOSURE

ALL GRADUATES PREPARED 
FOR COLLEGE-LEVEL 
ACADEMICS 

           Students attending Rancho Solano Preparatory School 
represent a mix of countries, allowing every student the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding 
of divergent cultures, languages, and traditions.

            The Academic Plan ensures students are able to 
demonstrate strength in specific academic areas, as well as an impressive breadth of knowledge 
across a wide array of college-level competencies.

              The Rancho Solano Preparatory School curriculum is thorough, 
rigorous, and intellectually coherent, encouraging critical thinking and creative problem solving. 
We consider soft skill development equal to intellectual development.

FOCUS ON CHARACTER 
DEVELOPMENT                   Students regularly consider their behavior 
and its impact on others. Through advisory, home-room, classes, and clubs, our students learn to 
consider others first and to leave a positive impact of the world.
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